
Welcome 
from an Classics student

My name is Jason Woods and I am studying 
for a MA (Hons) in Classical Studies.

Having grown up near Edinburgh I’d always been 
attracted to the beauty of the university. I was initially 
torn between classics and law but decided that if I 
was going to invest four years of my life into a course, 
it should be something I’m truly passionate about. 
Many aspects of my programme require a “small 
but often” approach to studying. That means you’re 
constantly working, but ultimately has rewarded me 
with a work ethic I lacked before.

I enjoy the ‘full’ university experience. To me university 
is about so much more than just getting a degree, 
and the wealth of societies the university offers gives 
me the potential to really explore who I am.

Hopefully this leaflet will give you a little more insight 
into what it’s like to be a student here at Edinburgh. 
Don’t forget the School also has a team of Student 
Ambassadors who are on hand to answer questions 
you have about being a student at Edinburgh.

You can contact them by email at 
hca-student-ambassadors@ed.ac.uk

Coronoavirus update - April 2020
We intend to begin the 2020-21 academic year as
usual in September. This brochure reflects these
intentions. We will let you know of any changes,
and confirm start dates in our pre-arrival
communications.
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Becoming an Classics student at Edinburgh

The School also has a dedicated Undergraduate 
Student Support office which is your first point of contact 
within the School for advice and support. Peer support is 
also available where you can speak to fellow students. 

A feeling of wellbeing and good health is very important 
for your studies and the whole of your university 
experience. You will have access to a wide range 
of services provided by the University, throughout 
Edinburgh and through self-help. These include the 
health centre, sport and exercise facilities, the Disability 
Service, Counselling Service and the Chaplaincy.

Choosing your courses
In your first year you will meet with your personal tutor in 
Welcome Week to choose your courses. Visit their office 
early to sign up for a meeting. For your second, third 
and fourth year courses you will submit your preferences 
in advance of the start of the year.

Pre-arrival information 
The University will be in touch before you begin to let 
you know all the things you’ll need to do before you 
arrive and those things you need to do when you get 
here. It’s an exciting time! The University will have 
people available to answer any questions you may 
have.

Welcome Week
Welcome Week is the week prior to the first teaching 
week. You will get your first taste of the University 
environment and matriculate as a student.

Shortly before you arrive the School of History, Classics 
and Archaeology will be in touch to tell you about the 
key School Welcome Meeting, where you will hear from 
lecturers and current students, and other useful events.

What support is available when I get here?
All undergraduate students have a ‘personal tutor’ while 
at Edinburgh: you will be assigned a personal tutor by 
the beginning of Welcome Week. Your personal tutor 
will be a member of the teaching staff who provides 
academic guidance and support.

Sample timetable
The following is a sample Year 1 timetable for semester 1 of a Classical Studies student in 19/20 who has chosen to take the 
Greek and Roman World courses and is taking Latin 1A in Semester 1. Please note that your timetable may be different.

9:00 10:00 11:00 12:00 13:00 14:00 15:00 16:00 17:00

Mon Office hour with 
Latin 1A lecturer

Latin 1A Lecture Roman  World 1A 
Lecture

Greek World 1A Lecture

Tue Greek World 1A 
Tutorial

Latin 1A Lecture Roman  World 1A 
Lecture

Greek World 1A Lecture

Wed Edinburgh University Ladies Rugby 
game

Thur Office hour with 
Personal Tutor

Latin 1A Lecture Roman  World 1A 
Lecture

Greek World 1A Lecture

Fri Roman 
World 1A 
Tutorial

Latin 1A Tutorial Latin 1A Lecture

Tutorials Lectures Optional / society events



What work will I have to do? 
The work that you will do during your studies at 
Edinburgh will be as varied as the teaching that you 
receive. 

In Greek and Latin, you will be asked to undertake a 
variety of assignments for both formative and summative 
assessment to develop your linguistic and literary 
skills, including linguistic exercises, unseen and seen 
translation and also exercises in prose composition and 
textual criticism.

More generally, for all subjects, the ability to articulate 
your ideas in the form of coherent, convincing and 
nuanced writing is a key part of your work and a highly 
desirable skill that can be applied to other fields. A range 
of written assignments therefore forms an importance 
part of your coursework and allows you develop these 
skills. These assignments might take the form of essays, 
which tackle important questions in the study of ancient 
history, classical art and archaeology or literature – or 
alternatively focused analyses of particular ancient texts 
or artefacts. 

Non-written skills are will also be developed and 
assessed. You might be asked to give a presentation 
on a given topic, testing your ability to communicate 
effectively to a broader audience. You might find that 
you are asked to engage with more varied media, 
through which knowledge of the ancient world is now 
regularly communicated. 

Finally timed examinations remain a part of your 
assessment for most courses, testing your ability to 
deploy your subject knowledge clearly, concisely and 
convincingly in response to specific questions.

Whatever work you submit, you can expect to receive 
helpful and constructive feedback from your course 
tutors, identifying what worked well and what needed 
improvement. Your tutors and lecturers hold regular 
office hours in which you can consult them whether you 
are preparing your work or reflecting on their comments 
and suggestions when your work is returned to you. 

How will I be taught and 
assessed?
The format of your teaching varies between linguistic 
and non-linguistic subjects (Greek and Latin versus 
Ancient History,  Classical Art and Archaeology and 
Classical Literature in Translation), and also changes as 
your degree progresses. 

Greek and Latin
In your first two years you will meet regularly in both 
whole-group classes and tutorials to develop your 
linguistic knowledge and understanding. At Beginners 
level classes will introduce students to the main 
structures of the language, supported through more 
intensive practice in small-group tutorials. Students 
continuing their study of Greek and Latin will study set 
texts in class, as well as developing their command 
of language through smaller tutorial meetings and 
exercises.

In your Honours years you will develop your study of 
ancient texts and genres in more detail in seminar-style 
classes, supported, in the third year, with additional 
language classes. Finally in your fourth year you will 
have the opportunity to conduct independent research 
on a topic of your choice under the guidance of an 
academic supervisor who works in a related field.

Other classical Subjects
In your first two years you will attend a mixture of 
lectures and tutorials. Lectures offer a 50-minute 
introduction to - for instance - major historical 
developments, key themes, ancient texts and classical 
sites or works of art. Tutorials support the topics 
addressed during lectures in a more interactive way; 
they allow you to discuss sources, texts or problems 
with a small group of fellow students and your tutor. In 
this way your teaching will enable you to develop your 
understanding of the classical world both at the level of 
the big picture and up close.

As your studies progress the kinds of teaching you 
encounter will change. You will be increasingly taught 
in interactive seminar-style classes that facilitate more 
intensive discussion of the material under study. Finally 
in your fourth year you will have the opportunity to 
conduct independent research on a topic of your choice 
under the guidance of an academic supervisor who 
works in a related field.



Ethan Rummel is a fourth-year Latin 
Studies student. He’s been a gymnast for 
the past twelve years and remains active 
in the sport through the University’s Club 
sports team.

What have you enjoyed most about your time 
here?

Being surrounded by people who are also excited 
about your degree or area of study, including the 
professors, is a great feeling. Having friends who are 
interested in talking about Cicero, how ridiculous 
Caligula was, or how overrated Pliny the Younger is 
(I stand by that) is not an everyday occurrence! It 
heightens my continued enthusiasm for the subject 
and really adds a positive atmosphere to the place.

Do you have any wisdom for new students?

Form good study habits early, especially if you’re 
doing an ancient language. The more work you put in 
first and second year on basics, the better you will do 
later in your academic career.

Want the inside scoop? 
Read what real students have to say

Constance Champagne is a fourth-year 
Ancient History student who loves studying 
in noisy cafes.

What top tip would you give to someone thinking 
of studying here?

Applying to university is a long process, so give 
yourself some time to make your decision. It’s easy 
to be pressured by the expectations of others and 
daunted by the weight of your decision. At the 
end of the day, you are the one that has to do the 
studying and living wherever you choose to go. 
You’ll do best at a place that you feel happiest and 
most comfortable with. For me, that place was the 
University of Edinburgh.

What is your favourite thing about University, now 
you’re here?

Easily the city. Edinburgh was made for students. 
Coffee shops everywhere, greenspaces to escape to 
and beautiful buildings with nooks and crannies. The 
University is really well integrated into the city, which 
really makes for a fantastic student experience. 

What have you enjoyed most about your time 
here?

I have most enjoyed the time I’ve spent with my 
friends. I have built an amazing community of 
friends through joining societies, through my 
accommodation and my course. The people who 
surround me truly make my experience and I think it 
is a testament to the type of people the University of 
Edinburgh accepts.

Contact us
For further information about studying Classics at 
Edinburgh, email: HCA-prospective-UG@ed.ac.uk

For further information about admissions, 
email: CAHSS.UGAdmissions@ed.ac.uk
Tel: +44 (0)131 650 3565

This document is available in alternative formats upon 
request such as large print, please email 
HCA-prospective-UG@ed.ac.uk

We have made every effort to ensure the accuracy of the information in this leaflet before publishing. However please check online for the most 
up-to-date information: www.ed.ac.uk/hca/archaeology
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