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1. What is it? 

Akismet is a plugin that monitors your website for spam (junk, unsolicited or irrelevant 
messages and phishing or spreading malware)   

 

2. What does it do? 
Akismet checks your comments and contact form submissions against a global database of 
spam to prevent your site from publishing malicious content. You can review the comment 
spam it catches on your ‘Comments’ section within WordPress.  

 

3. How does it work? 
Once enabled, you will have a new link in the WordPress Settings menu ‘Settings’ > 
‘Akismet’.  
 
When you log in to your dashboard, you’ll see a box with information about Akismet.  You 
can leave the settings for Akismet as they are by default or go in and change them  
 

  
Plugin features:  

• Automatically checks all comments and filters out the ones that look like spam.  
• Each comment has a status history, so you can easily see which comments were 
caught or cleared by Akismet and which were spammed or unspammed by a moderator.  
• URLs are shown in the comment body to reveal hidden or misleading links.  
• Moderators can see the number of approved comments for each user.  
• A discard feature, allowing for a spam block that saves web space and improves site 
speed.    
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By default, Akismet silently deletes spam but you can ask it to put the comments into a spam 
folder to review later (although it will be deleted after 15 days).  
You can also set Akismet to display a privacy notice which explains how comments are 
processed by Akismet to reduce spam.  
  

 


