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Who is your current employer and what do they do? 
Bismarck State College
BSC is a two-year college within the North Dakota University System (and the 3rd largest 
school in the state after the University of North Dakota and North Dakota State University). 
We offer Associate degrees (in Arts and in Sciences) and Associate of Applied Science 
degrees (2 years / 60 credits), as well as a Bachelor of Applied Science in Energy. Half of 
our students go into the workforce after graduation and the other half transfer to a four-year 
university.

What is your job title and what does the job entail?
Tenured Associate Professor of English
I teach 15 credit hours per semester (which equates to 5 courses a semester), four courses 
are part of the College Composition sequence and the fifth course is Introduction to 
Children’s Literature. I am also the school’s Study Abroad Advisor, a member of the 
Academic Assessment Committee, and the chair of the school’s Embracing Diversity 
committee. In addition to teaching (which takes up most of my time) and committee work, I 
have a varying list of from 20-40 students to advise.

How did you achieve your current position?   
My teaching experience (in Scottish History and American History) at Edinburgh University 
helped get me in the door of my current job, as did the fact that I was good at writing and 
researching (a history PhD will do that for you). So, although I did not have a degree in 
English (my undergraduate was in economics and French), I did have the writing, 
researching, and teaching experience necessary to get me started as an adjunct instructor. I 
worked at two universities in the area. After three years of that, I was promoted to a full-time, 
tenure-track English position at BSC, which I still have today.

How do you feel you have used the skills and/or knowledge developed during your 
research degree in your career to date?
I am constantly using the researching skills I honed while working on my thesis, and, more 
importantly, the writing and editing skills I picked up from my supervisors and in the process 
of writing my thesis. The process of writing a doctoral thesis has helped me better guide my 
students through the simple writing of an essay. It’s the same process – and same pitfalls – 
just a different length and slightly different focus. Edinburgh University (and my Scottish 
History supervisors) did a great job of preparing me for a career in academia. Furthermore, 
I’ve been able to take my knowledge of Edinburgh and use that to lead BSC tours to 
Scotland, which also allows me to keep in touch with friends – and the town and university. 

Other qualifications
MSc (by research) Scottish History 1994, University of Edinburgh


