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Who is your current employer and what do they do? 
International Paint, part of AkzoNobel
AkzoNobel is the world’s largest chemical and coatings company.  International Paint 
operates on a global scale and manufactures paints for use in a variety of applications, 
including marine, yacht and protective coatings.

What is your job title and what does the job entail?
Fire Engineering Manager
I oversee a team that uses a range of analytical tools and numerical modelling techniques 
to analyse both heat transfer and structural response in the event of a fire.  Backed up by 
International’s extensive in-house fire test laboratory, we work to provide generalised and 
project specific recommendations to complement our range of intumescent coatings for fire 
protection.

Our team integrates into our client’s design teams to demonstrate quantified, robust and 
safe structural fire performance, specific to an individual building or asset.  

The job also involves representation on a number of technical committees and trade 
associations throughout Europe.  I frequently meet with architects, structural engineers, 
contractors and steel fabricators to explain the benefit of structural fire engineering.

I maintain academic links with universities around the world and provide sponsorship to 
fund PhD and Masters students to complement our activities here at International Paint, 
present at international fire conferences and continue to write technical journal papers.

How did you achieve your current position?   
Following my PhD at Edinburgh, I joined Arup in London (who had sponsored my CASE 
Award PhD in Edinburgh) working in the field of Fire Safety Engineering.  I spent four years 
there working on fire strategies for a number of different iconic buildings.  This included 
evacuation assessments, smoke control strategies, structural fire engineering, management 
issues, access for the fire brigade, etc.  The role involved close interaction with architects, 
designers, and Approving Authorities.

During my time at Arup I undertook placements at the City of London District Surveyors, 
Arup’s Structural Engineering department and International Paint.

It was my time and contacts at International that led to my current position which allows me 
to concentrate on structural fire engineering on a full time basis.



Other qualifications
MEng: Civil Engineering 2003, University of Edinburgh

How do you feel you have used the skills and/or knowledge developed during your 
research degree in your career to date?
The skills and knowledge developed during my research degree at Edinburgh were 
invaluable for my career.  The technical skills developed gave me an extremely good 
understanding of the fundamental aspects of what I do today.  Equally valuable was the 
opportunity to get out and present my work at conferences.  This allowed me to gain 
confidence in speaking to audiences and gave me time to refine my presentation skills – a 
very valuable skill in today’s industry.

I was given the opportunity to meet numerous people within the Fire Safety industry, both 
in academia and commercial environments. Over the years I have maintained contact with 
many of these people and I now have close working relationships that are mutually 
beneficial.


