
  
 
 

 

 
Academic Progression  

Academic 
progression 
requirements 

If you have studied in the UK using a Tier 4 general, or pre-Tier 4 student visa, and wish to do further study in the UK, you 
will only be able to do so if your next period of study represents academic progression from your previous studies in the 
UK. 
 
Academic progression is considered to be: 

- A programme at a higher level; or 
- Complementary study; i.e. the new programme is related to the previous programme (either connected to the 

previous course, part of the same subject group, or involves deeper specialisation) OR the previous and new 
programmes combined support the student’s career aspirations. 

 

Who is 
exempt? 
 

Students who are making a Tier 4 application are exempt from academic progression when you are: 
- Making a Tier 4 application from overseas* 
- Making a first application to complete an existing course commenced at an institution that has had its Tier 4 licence 

revoked 
- Making a Tier 4 application to allow you to resit an exam or repeat a course/module, or you have previously resat 

an exam or repeated a course/module  
- Making an application to undergo a work placement or period of study abroad, or you have already done so, and 

you need extra time to complete your programme 
- Making an application to allow you to complete a PhD or other doctoral level qualification 
- Making an application to undertake a role as a sabbatical officer, or to complete a qualification after a period as a 

student union sabbatical officer 
 
*Students who make Tier 4 applications from overseas are required to undergo credibility interviews.  Part of the interview will assess your academic 

history.  If you cannot satisfactorily explain a change of programme or reasons for changing to a lower level of study, the application can be refused. 

 



Who cannot 
meet academic 
progression 
requirements? 

Academic progression cannot be confirmed in the following cases: 
- If you have not completed your most recent programme (i.e. successfully achieved the award)* 
- If you are moving to a lower level of study 

 
Examples of students who cannot meet academic progression requirements include, but are not limited to: 

 Students who wish to extend their visa in the UK to study a second semester of a study abroad programme 

 Students who are studying back-to-back medical electives at different institutions 

 Students who are moving from a PhD to an MPhil or other research Masters qualification 
 
*There are certain circumstances where this does not apply.  Please see the section marked ‘Change of programme’ for further information 
 

Students 
commencing a 
new 
programme 

If you have a valid Tier 4 visa, and you wish to study a new programme, you can make a Tier 4 application in the UK 
providing: 

- The new programme represents academic progression from your previous studies; AND 
- You have successfully completed the programme for which your most recent Tier 4 visa was granted. 

 
The University must confirm that your new programme represents academic progression on your CAS.   
 
In order to demonstrate that you have successfully completed your award, you will need to provide either a certificate of 
the award, or transcripts that show you have achieved the award.  
 
If you have completed your studies, but your award has not yet been confirmed, you can demonstrate academic 
progression by submitting a letter from your awarding institution stating that  

 You have completed all the academic elements of the programme and  

 Based on your studies to date you are highly likely to achieve the award.   
 

Resits/Repeats Tier 4 students are permitted up to 3 attempts at any individual course/exam.   
 
If you repeat your courses in attendance (i.e. not on an exam only basis), you may need extra time to complete your 
programme. 
 
You will be exempt from academic progression and you will be able to make a Tier 4 visa application in the UK if: 

 You make your application before the expiry date of your Tier 4 visa 

 The courses that you have repeated are part of the programme for which you are applying for a Tier 4 visa in order 
to complete.   



 
 

Change of 
programme 

General change of programme 
You can change your programme at the same institution without needing to apply for a new visa if: 

- The new programme represents academic progression (i.e. it is at a higher level or is complementary study); AND 
- The programme can be completed before your current Tier 4 visa expires 

 
Integrated programmes 
You will meet academic progression requirements, and you can make a Tier 4 visa application in the UK to extend your 
stay if: 

 You are applying to progress from a Bachelors to a Masters level programme as part of an integrated Masters (e.g. 
a four year BEng (Hons) to a 5 year Meng) 

 You are applying to progress from a research Masters to a Doctorate qualification (e.g. an MPhil to a PhD). 
The programmes must be integrated.  This means that they must not be two separate programmes, but that the study that 
you do for the first part of the programme is necessary for the overall qualification. 
 
You will not need to have been awarded the qualification for the first programme to meet the academic progression 
requirements, and you can make a Tier 4 application in the UK. 
 
Intercalated medical, dentistry or veterinary science programmes 
If you study an intercalated year as part of your medical, dental or veterinary science degree, you do not need to apply for 
a new visa to study the intercalated year, even if you will study the intercalated year at a different Tier 4 sponsor.  
 
You may need extra time to complete your programme.  You will not need to have been awarded the qualification for the 
first programme to meet the academic progression requirements, and you can make a Tier 4 application in the UK. 
 
 

 


