
4th May 2020 

Welcoming you to the University of Edinburgh in September 2020 

I am writing to you today as you have received an offer to start your studies with the 
University of Edinburgh in September.  The Covid-19 pandemic is creating uncertainty for 
everyone and I wanted to give you my personal assurance that this University will be open 
and ready to teach at the start of the new academic year on the 21st of September 2020. 

Please be reassured that we see it as critical that your education is all that you expected it 
to be and that it is provided in a safe and welcoming environment. We will be ready to teach 
despite any travel restrictions affecting you, wherever you are in the world. We will use our 
superb expertise in digital technology to assist wherever appropriate.  

We are delighted you chose to apply to Edinburgh and want to give you everything you 
wanted from us, despite the challenges. We will provide you with much more detail on this 
by the end of May but we will be ready for you. 

Nothing may seem normal just now - but students at Edinburgh will graduate on schedule in 
2020 with a degree that is just the same as any other year.  Just the same quality.  Just the 
same platform for future study and for a fantastic career.  While they won’t be graduating in 
person in our usual large-scale ceremonies, we are looking forward to welcoming those 
graduates back to celebrate on a future occasion. Our graduates are amongst the most 
highly sought after in the UK and globally - and we are fully committed to making sure that it 
stays that way.  

As we adapt to this Covid-19 pandemic we are shaping our delivery to ensure that all 
students - whether here in Edinburgh with us, or elsewhere in the world and joining us a little 
later in the academic year when circumstances allow - will be equivalent.   

We will take this opportunity to enhance the way we deliver our teaching and learning but will 
continue to provide the high level of experience that you expect in a supportive 
environment.   

This may mean we change the format or order of our teaching, but what we teach you and 
the overall learning outcomes with which you will graduate will be unaffected.   
Changes will vary by degree and your chosen School will contact you directly over the 
coming weeks to confirm how these changes will apply to you. 
In the meantime, you can find out more about our immediate response on our dedicated web 
pages for applicants: https://www.ed.ac.uk/news/covid-19/prospective-students  

Our accommodation will be open in September and you can apply now. 
https://www.accom.ed.ac.uk/for-students/ready-to-apply/ 

You can also speak with fellow 
offerholders https://www.facebook.com/groups/uoenewstudents20202021/ 

Our Edinburgh community has overcome many challenges in our 437 years and with that 

https://www.ed.ac.uk/news/covid-19/prospective-students
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/uoenewstudents20202021/


breadth of experience behind us, we are able to look to the future with confidence. 

We will be here, and we will be ready to meet you all, and begin your journey to your chosen 
degree. We look forward to seeing you soon.  

Until then, best wishes to you and your families, stay optimistic and be kind to others. 

Yours,  

Peter  


