
December 2018
03 Dec • Bilingualism reading group

◦ Cognitive Functions and Bilingualism

04 Dec • Language evolution seminar
◦ Machine Learning (re)discovers Language 

Evolution

05 Dec • Language variation and change
◦ Almost perfect: aspectual and temporal 

representations of the pretérito perfecto in the 
Spanish-speaking world (Carlos Soler Montes)

06 Dec • Linguistic Circle
◦ Lexical variation and lexical attrition: towards a 

greater understanding of the processes 
underlying lexical change in Scots (Robert 
McColl Millar)

11 Dec • Language evolution seminar
◦ Animacy and word order choice in an artificial 

language learning experiment

12 Dec • Language in context seminar
◦ Linguistic globalisation, Francophone reactions, 

soft power and ‘Disneylandisation’

13 Dec • 65th Language at Edinburgh lunch
◦ Informal poster session

• Linguistic Circle
◦ Applying Corpus Linguistics to health(care) 

communication (Elena Semino)

November 2018

https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/bilingualism-reading-group-2018-12-03
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/language-evolution-seminar-2018-12-04
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/language-variation-and-change-seminars-2018-12-05
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/linguistic-circle-2018-12-06
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/language-evolution-seminar-2018-12-11
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/language-in-context-seminar-2018-12-12
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/65th-language-at-edinburgh-lunch-2018-12-13
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/linguistic-circle-2018-12-13


06 Nov • Language evolution seminar
◦ Challenges in detecting evolutionary forces in 

language change using diachronic corpora

07 Nov • Pre-viva talk
◦ Pre-viva talk by Jon Carr

• Pre-viva talk
◦ Pre-viva talk by E Jamieson

08 Nov • Linguistic Circle
◦ CANCELLED

14 Nov • Language in context seminar
◦ Gaelic heritage, language ideologies and 

identities in Scotland and Nova Scotia

15 Nov • Linguistic Circle
◦ Tweetolectology: Issues in mapping 

morphosyntactic variation using social-media 
data (David Willis)

20 Nov • Bilingualism reading group/Developmental linguistics
◦ Language and Mind

21 Nov • Language variation and change
◦ Accounting for the fronted BATH vowel in Indian 

English: globalised variant, word frequency 
effect, or foreign /a/? (Claire Cowie & Zuzana 
Elliott Slosarova)

22 Nov • Linguistic Circle
◦ Reconciling Internalist and Externalist Views of 

Linguistic Meaning (Gillian Ramchand)

https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/language-evolution-seminar-2018-11-06
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/pre-viva-talk-2018-11-07-a
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/pre-viva-talk-2018-11-07
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/linguistic-circle-2018-11-08
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/language-in-context-seminar-2018-11-14
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/linguistic-circle-2018-11-15
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/bilingualism-reading-group-2018-11-20
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/language-variation-and-change-seminars-2018-11-21
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/linguistic-circle-2018-11-22


27 Nov • Language evolution seminar
◦ Why are you telling me this? Information content 

and form

28 Nov • Language in context seminar
◦ Changing language attitudes towards Turkish in 

Austria and the indexical complexity behind it

29 Nov • Meaning and grammar seminar
◦ Nino Grillo (York University)

30 Nov • Cognitive Science talk
◦ Music first: hunter-gatherer ethnography and the 

evolution of language (Jerome Lewis)

Nov 30 
- Dec 
02

• Bilingualism Matters (external website)
◦ Edinburgh Multilingual Stories Festival 2018

October 2018
04 Oct • Meaning and grammar seminar

◦ Toward a question-oriented semantics for 
question-embedding predicates (Wataru Uegaki)

08 Oct • Bilingualism reading group
◦ The Internal Context of Bilingual Processing: a 

taster

09 Oct • Language evolution seminar
◦ Vocal communication in our great ape relatives, 

the bonobos and chimpanzees: Insights into the 
evolution of language

10 Oct • Language variation and change
◦ NWAV dry-runs

https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/language-evolution-seminar-2018-11-27
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/language-in-context-seminar-2018-11-28
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/meaning-and-grammar-seminar-2018-11-29
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/psychology/events/cognitive-science-talk-2018-11-30
http://www.bilingualism-matters.ppls.ed.ac.uk/projects/edinburgh-multilingual-stories-festival-2018/
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/meaning-and-grammar-seminar-2018-10-04
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/bilingualism-reading-group-2018-10-08
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/language-evolution-seminar-2018-10-09
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/language-variation-and-change-seminars-2018-10-10


11 Oct • Linguistic Circle
◦ Predicting the future: diachronic change in 

passive and impersonal constructions (Joan 
Maling)

15 Oct • Meaning and grammar seminar
◦ On the Structural Position of ECM Subjects in 

Japanese (Hideki Kishimoto)

16 Oct • Language evolution seminar
◦ Perspective-taking is spontaneous but not 

automatic: evidence from the dot perspective 
task

• Bilingualism reading group
◦ Parental strategies and (bi)lingual development 

in transnational adoption

17 Oct • Language in context seminar
◦ Translinguistic apposition as language 

management in Kinyarwanda news texts

22 Oct • Bilingualism reading group
◦ Wh-topicalisation in bilingual speakers under L1 

attrition

23 Oct • Language evolution seminar
◦ Testing various predictors of acquisition ease of 

inflectional and agglutinating languages

24 Oct • Language variation and change
◦ Variation in French partial interrogatives: social 

meaning as a key factor to understand 
sociolinguistic norm violations (Gabriel Thiberge)

https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/linguistic-circle-2018-10-11
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/meaning-and-grammar-seminar-2018-10-15
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/language-evolution-seminar-2018-10-16
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/bilingualism-reading-group-2018-10-16
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/language-in-context-seminar-2018-10-17
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/bilingualism-reading-group-2018-10-22
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/language-evolution-seminar-2018-10-23
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/language-variation-and-change-seminars-2018-10-24


25 Oct • 64th Language at Edinburgh lunch
◦ Informal poster session

• Linguistic Circle
◦ Protolanguage: Meaning, Structure, and 

Expression (Dorit Bar-On)

29 Oct • Meaning and grammar seminar
◦ Ad Neeleman (University College London)

31 Oct • Language in context seminar
◦ Language activist studies and researcher 

positionality in sociolinguistic fieldwork

September 2018
04 Sep • Language evolution seminar

◦ An experimental approach to the evolution of 
competing spatial referencing strategies

07 Sep • Bilingualism Matters (external website)
◦ Inaugural Bilingualism Matters Research 

Symposium 2018

10 Sep • Bilingualism reading group
◦ The Effects of Bilingualism in Third (or 

additional) Language Acquisition: the Role 
Played by Metalinguistic Awareness

14 Sep • Language at Edinburgh welcome reception
◦ Annual welcome reception for new postgraduate 

students during Freshers' week in the 
Informatics Forum

https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/64th-language-at-edinburgh-lunch-2018-10-25
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/linguistic-circle-2018-10-25
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/meaning-and-grammar-seminar-2018-10-29
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/language-in-context-seminar-2018-10-31
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/language-evolution-seminar-2018-09-04
http://www.bilingualism-matters.ppls.ed.ac.uk/bilingualism-matters-research-symposium-2018/
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/bilingualism-reading-group-2018-09-10
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/language-at-edinburgh-welcome-reception-2018-09-14


18 Sep • Language evolution seminar
◦ Listeners rationally adapt how they predictively 

process intonation when exposed to unreliable 
input

24 Sep • Bilingualism reading group
◦ How bilingual experience and executive control 

modulate development in language control 
among bilingual children

25 Sep • Language evolution seminar
◦ Priming semantic representations: An 

experimental approach to plurality

26 Sep • Language variation and change
◦ Welcome & Welcome Back

27 Sep • Linguistic Circle
◦ Hidden structure in the phonological lexicon 

(Rory Turnbull)

August 2018
17 Aug • Language evolution seminar

◦ Learning biases and language change: The 
effect of pragmatic factors on differential case 
marking

21 Aug • Language evolution seminar
◦ Social structure affects the emergence of 

linguistic structure: experimental evidence

28 Aug • Language evolution seminar
◦ Cross-linguistic evidence for cognitive universals 

in the noun phrase

https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/language-evolution-seminar-2018-09-18
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/bilingualism-reading-group-2018-09-24
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/language-evolution-seminar-2018-09-25
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/language-variation-and-change-seminars-2018-09-26
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/linguistic-circle-2018-09-27
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/language-evolution-seminar-2018-08-17
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/language-evolution-seminar-2018-08-21
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/language-evolution-seminar-2018-08-28


July 2018
03 Jul • Language evolution seminar

◦ Do cross-linguistic patterns of morpheme order 
reflect a cognitive bias?

June 2018
01 Jun • Developmental linguistics

◦ Knowledge-based processing and acoustic-
based processing in a second language

04 - 06 Linguistics and English Language Postgraduate 
Conference 2018

13 Jun • Bilingualism Matters (external website)
◦ Are Refugee Languages Welcome? The Critical 

Role of Refugee Languages in Integration

19 Jun • Language evolution seminar
◦ The evolution of adjectival monotonicity

21 Jun • 63rd Language at Edinburgh lunch
◦ Informal poster session

26 Jun • Language evolution seminar
◦ Cultural transmission in an iterated learning 

task: the effect of animated motion on language 
structure

27 Jun • Music, improvisation, and embodied cognition workshop
◦ Interdisciplinary workshop

May 2018

https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/language-evolution-seminar-2018-07-03
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/developmental-linguistics-2018-06-01
http://pgc.lel.ed.ac.uk/
http://www.bilingualism-matters.ppls.ed.ac.uk/upcoming-events/
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/language-evolution-seminar-2018-06-19
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/63rd-language-at-edinburgh-lunch-2018-06-21
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/language-evolution-seminar-2018-06-26
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/philosophy/events/workshop-2018-06-27


02 May • Inaugural lecture: Professor Kenny Smith
◦ How Humans Got Language

09 May • Language variation and change
◦ Aspects of Lebanese Australian ethnic identity 

and Australian English sociophonetic variability 
(Josh Clothier)

10 May • Language variation and change
◦ Pre-viva talk by Zac Boyd

15 May • Language evolution seminar
◦ Combinatory Universal Grammar

• Bilingualism reading group
◦ Back to basics: refocusing on the input in the L2 

acquisition of French morpho-syntax

16 May • English language/Language variation and change 
seminar

◦ How the get-passive gets used, and how it got 
that way

17 May • Linguistic Circle
◦ The acquisition of English modal auxiliaries by 

advanced francophone EFL learners (Professor 
Dalila Ayoun)

22 May • Language evolution seminar
◦ A model of cultural co-evolution of language and 

perspective-taking

https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/inaugural-lecture-kenny-smith-2018-05-02
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/language-variation-and-change-seminars-2018-05-09
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/language-variation-and-change-seminars-2018-05-10
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/language-evolution-seminar-2018-05-15
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/bilingualism-reading-group-2018-05-15
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/research/talks-and-reading-groups/english-language-research-seminars
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/linguistic-circle-2018-05-17
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/language-evolution-seminar-2018-05-22


28 May • Developmental linguistics
◦ Is overreliance on lexicosemantics in second 

language processing evidence for 
representational deficits?

• Bilingualism reading group
◦ The effect of individual factors on second 

language lexical attrition in bilingual returnee 
children

• Meaning and grammar seminar
◦ CANCELLED

April 2018
03 Apr • Language evolution seminar

◦ Dry runs for the Conference on Language 
Evolution (EvoLang)

04 Apr • Sociolinguistics reading group
◦ Copula variation in Asturian Spanish and the 

multidimensionality of stancetaking in interaction

05 Apr • Meaning and grammar seminar
◦ A multilingual corpus study of the competition 

between PAST and PERFECT in narrative 
discourse (Henriette de Swart)

10 Apr • Language evolution seminar
◦ Dry runs for the Conference on Language 

Evolution (EvoLang)

12 Apr • 62nd Language at Edinburgh lunch
◦ Informal poster session

https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/developmental-linguistics-2018-05-28
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/bilingualism-reading-group-2018-05-28
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/meaning-and-grammar-seminar-2018-05-28
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/language-evolution-seminar-2018-04-03
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/sociolinguistics-reading-group-2018-04-04
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/meaning-and-grammar-seminar-2018-04-05
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/language-evolution-seminar-2018-04-10
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/62nd-language-at-edinburgh-lunch-2018-04-12


16 Apr • Meaning and grammar seminar
◦ States and Changes-of-State: A Cross-Linguistic 

Study of The Roots of Verbal Meaning (John 
Beavers)

17 - 18 The Second Dynamic Syntax Conference (external 
website)

24 Apr • Language evolution seminar
◦ What’s ‘that’?

30 Apr • Bilingualism reading group
◦ Bilingual sentence processing: Evidence from 

Greek which-questions

March 2018
02 Mar • Linguistic Circle

◦ Exhaustivity in wh-questions in typical and 
impaired acquisition (Petra Schulz)

07 Mar • Language variation and change - CANCELLED
◦ Sarah Mahmood (University of Manchester)

• Sociolinguistics reading group - CANCELLED
◦ Displacement and local linguistic practices: R-

lessness in post-Katrina Greater New Orleans

09 Mar • Language evolution seminar
◦ On the cultural evolution of public and private 

replicators
• Language in context seminar

◦ The Meaning Change of 'hayır' during the 
Turkish Constitutional Referendum 2017

15 Mar • Linguistic Circle - CANCELLED
◦ Napoleon Katsos (Cambridge)

https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/meaning-and-grammar-seminar-2018-04-16
https://sites.google.com/site/seconddsconf/home
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/language-evolution-seminar-2018-04-24
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/bilingualism-reading-group-2018-04-30
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/linguistic-circle-2018-03-02
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/language-variation-and-change-seminars-2018-03-07
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/sociolinguistics-reading-group-2018-03-07
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/language-evolution-seminar-2018-03-09
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/language-in-context-seminar-2018-03-09
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/linguistic-circle-2018-03-15


21 Mar • Sociolinguistics reading group
◦ Style dominance: Attention, audience, and the 

‘real me’

22 Mar • Meaning and grammar seminar
◦ The structure of nouns (Anders Holmberg)

• Linguistic Circle
◦ Grammatical processing and syntactic change: 

infinitival complements in German (Ulrike 
Demske & Ilaria De Cesare)

26 Mar • Bilingualism reading group
◦ Onset of disambiguation as word learning 

strategy delayed in multilingual infants – Insights 
from eye-tracking research

27 Mar • Language evolution seminar
◦ Dry runs for the Conference on Language 

Evolution (EvoLang)

29 Mar • Linguistic Circle
◦ A fragment answer inspired view of 

afterthoughts: gender mismatches in Greek 
(Stergios Chatzikyriakidis)

February 2018
01 Feb • Linguistic Circle

◦ Latin Loans in Old Frisian and the Problem of 
Relative Chronology (Rolf Bremmer)

05 Feb • Bilingualism reading group
◦ Catching the Cognitive Consequences of 

Bilingual Language Processing on the Fly

https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/sociolinguistics-reading-group-2018-03-21
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/meaning-and-grammar-seminar-2018-03-22
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/linguistic-circle-2018-03-22
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/bilingualism-reading-group-2018-03-26
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/language-evolution-seminar-2018-03-27
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/linguistic-circle-2018-03-29
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/linguistic-circle-2018-02-01
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/bilingualism-reading-group-2018-02-05


07 Feb • Knowledge Exchange Learning Lunch
◦ Teaching, research and public engagement 

(Thomas Bak and Bonnie Auyeung, PPLS 
Psychology)

08 Feb • Twenty-eighth PPLS Interdisciplinary Seminar
◦ Professor Maryellen C. MacDonald (Donald P. 

Hayes Professor of Psychology, University of 
Wisconsin-Madison)

15 Feb • 61st Language at Edinburgh lunch
◦ Informal poster session

19 Feb • Bilingualism reading group
◦ Loss aversion bias is affected by L2 proficiency, 

not by more rational behavior in the L2

22 Feb • Linguistic Circle
◦ Arcane basics: Stumbling blocks in teaching 

Academic Writing in Central and South 
Asia (Rebecca Wheeler)

• Meaning and grammar seminar
◦ Pronoun copying in Dinka (Coppe van Urk)

January 2018
10 Jan • P-Workshop/Language variation and change

◦ Relating perception and production in contact-
induced change

15 Jan • Developmental linguistics
◦ What can cultural-evolutionary approaches and 

iterated learning experiments tell us about 
language learning?

https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/ppls-seminar-2018-02-08
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/61st-language-at-edinburgh-lunch-2018-02-15
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/bilingualism-reading-group-2018-02-19
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/linguistic-circle-2018-02-22
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/meaning-and-grammar-seminar-2018-02-22
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/research/talks-and-reading-groups/phonetics-phonology-workshop
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/developmental-linguistics-2018-01-15


22 Jan • Developmental linguistics
◦ How Developing Minds Build a New Language: 

the Emergence of Nicaraguan Sign Language

23 Jan • Language evolution seminar
◦ How Developing Minds Build a New Language: 

the Emergence of Nicaraguan Sign Language

25 Jan • Meaning and grammar seminar
◦ Signaling Games, Sociolinguistic Variation and 

the Construction of Style (Heather Burnett)

29 Jan • Sociolinguistics reading group/Developmental linguistics
◦ Third culture kids in the outer circle: The 

development of sociolinguistic knowledge 
among local and expatriate children in 
Singapore

30 Jan • Language evolution seminar
◦ Improvisation and semantic biases: silent 

gesture goes cross-modal

https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/developmental-linguistics-2018-01-22
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/language-evolution-seminar-2018-01-23
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/meaning-and-grammar-seminar-2018-01-25
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/sociolinguistics-reading-group-2018-01-29
https://www.ed.ac.uk/ppls/linguistics-and-english-language/events/language-evolution-seminar-2018-01-30

