
 

MB 03 C   CONFIDENTIAL 

 

The University of Edinburgh 

 

Moray House School of Education 

 

School Planning and Resources Committee 

 

Minute of meeting held on Wednesday, 9 November 2011, at 2.00 pm in St John’s 

Land, room 4.22   

 

Present: Professor C Aitchison (Convener)  

 Dr P Allison 

 Dr C Anderson 

 Ms M Andrew 

 Dr S Benjamin 

 Dr S Coleman 

 Ms A Fleming 

 Mr M Lynch 

 Dr G McCluskey 

 Dr E McGregor 

 Mr N Parton 

 Professor D Raffe 

 Dr J Ravenscroft 

 Professor S Riddell 

 Mr G Thomson 

 

In attendance: Ms K Derrick (Secretary) 

 

1. Apologies 

 

Apologies for absence were intimated on behalf of Dr R Arshad, Dr K Cebula, 

Mr R Easton, Dr H Ross and Dr J Sproule.    

 

The Convener welcomed members to the first meeting of the reconstituted 

School Planning and Resources Committee. 

 

2. Membership and remit of SPRC 2011-12 (Paper A) 

 

The revised membership and remit of SPRC detailed in Paper A was noted.  

Membership had been widened to include all staff with Institute or 

Directorate responsibilities.  The aim was to improve dissemination of School 

policies, enhance discussion and decision-making and to aid succession.   

 

It was pointed out that across the University, “Teachability” was now referred 

to as “Accessible Learning”.  It was agreed to ask the Academic Coordinator 
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of Teachability if she was happy to change her title to Academic Coordinator 

of Accessible Learning. 

 

3. Minute of meeting held on 24 June 2011 

 

(a) Accuracy of record 

 

Ref item 5(c), Sport, Physical Education and Health Studies, it was 

noted that the title for this item should be Sport, Physical Education 

and Health Sciences. 

 

Ref item 6(c), School Research and Knowledge Exchange Committee, 

first bullet point, for “the School should be entered in two units” read 

“the School could make a case to be entered in two units”.   

 

Subject to the amendments above the minute was agreed as an 

accurate record of proceedings.   

 

(b) Matters arising 

 

Ref item 6(c), School Research and Knowledge Exchange Committee, 

it was reported that the College now supported the School’s plan to 

enter two units of assessment for the REF but that final decisions on 

submissions would be made in 2012-13. 

 

4. Convener’s business  

 

The Convener updated members on: 

 

• the annual planning round 

• staffing strategy to support development 

• investment in staff for 2012-13 and beyond 

• funding of new and replacement posts.   

 

 She undertook to circulate a written note to members. 

 

5. School Administrator’s report 

 

The School Administrator updated members on: 

 

• budget allocation.  Details were provided in closed Paper C, which was 

tabled 

• estate 

• new support staff posts 

• online marking and feedback 

• monitoring for Tier 4 students 

• the Shared Academic Timetabling Project. 
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6. Institute reports  

 

(a) Education, Teaching and Leadership 

 

The Head of Institute provided an update of Institute activities 

including the following: 

 

• CALL Centre staff had been involved in development of the 

male Scottish voice ‘Stuart’, for use in assistive technology 

• involvement of staff in development of wave energy science 

and education of science 

• overseas visitors 

• development of a bespoke language programme for staff from 

the Beijing University of Chemical Technology 

• post-PDR interviews  

• generating an Institute response to Donaldson 

• change to Canadian PGDE recruitment 

• new staff. 

 

(b) Education, Community and Society  

 

The Depute Head of Institute updated members on: 

 

• the developing profile in Child Protection 

• introduction of the Higher Education Hub 

• plans to split the MSc Education and MSc Educational 

Research programmes 

 

(c) Sport, Physical Education and Health Sciences 

 

The Depute Head of Institute updated members on the following: 

 

• new staff 

• development of Masters in Physical Activity and Health 

• Singapore developments 

• possibility of extending 2 Teaching Fellows in Physical 

Education 

• Chair in Social Aspects of Sport 

• re-modelling of BEd PE 

 

7. Sub-committee reports  

 

(a) School Undergraduate Studies Committee 

 

The Director of Undergraduate Studies updated members on progress 

with the re-modelling of ITE programmes in response to the 
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Donaldson review and to the development of new degrees.   The 

Director of Undergraduate Studies was asked to initiate discussions 

now at College level about student numbers, etc before a lot of effort 

was put in to development of new degrees.   

 

(b) School Postgraduate Studies Committee 

 

The Director of Postgraduate Studies updated members on: 

 

• student recruitment numbers 

• the intention to reduce the number of students on the three 

Language programmes as from 2012-13   

• the new webCT site for PhD students 

• the new IAD seminar series 

• success of the new pre-sessional online induction for students 

on Masters programmes 

• start of MSc Educational Leadership online programme in 

September 

• development of new programmes 

• revalidation of some programmes 

• the Open Day to be held on 18 November 2011 

• graduations on 24 and 25 November 2011 

• development of 5 PGT programmes for Singapore. 

 

The Convener asked that the cap on student numbers for Language 

programmes be revisited to be absolutely sure about figures. 

 

(c) School Research and Knowledge Exchange Committee (including 

REF) (Paper B) 

 

The Director of RKE drew members’ attention to the following: 

 

• the need to increase funding from research councils and other 

non-government sources 

• the need to do better with regard to ESRC funding 

• the need to improve the staff profile.   

 

She reported on what was being done to bring about the above 

changes, some of which would involve a re-building process of 5-10 

years. 

 

(d) School Quality Assurance and Enhancement Committee 

 

It was agreed that the Academic Coordinator for Accessible Learning 

should be added to membership of SQAEC. 

 

The Director of Quality Assurance updated members on the following: 
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• development of online course and programme monitoring 

forms 

• development of online student course and programme 

evaluation forms 

• performance in NSS and PTES 

• development of action plan to address issues arising from NSS, 

including staff development events. 

 

The Convener gave special thanks to the Director and Depute Director 

of Quality Assurance for the enormous progress they had made in 

improvements in the area of Quality Assurance.   

 

8. Future items of business 

 

Not discussed. 

 

9. Any other competent business 

 

None. 

 

10. Date of next meeting 

 

The date of the next meeting was confirmed as Wednesday, 25 January 2012 

at 2.00 pm. 

 

[Subsequently changed to Wednesday, 29 February 2012 at 2.00 pm.] 

 

 

 

(28 February 2012/KD) 


