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To improve radically knowledge and understand-
ing of Islamic Civilisation and of Muslims in 
Britain among policy-makers, the general public, 
and students of all ages in the UK through a 
comprehensive educational outreach programme, 
and by helping to integrate the study of Islamic 
Civilisation into the school curriculum.

To advance tolerance, mutual understanding and 
cross-cultural dialogue between Islam and the West 
by building new partnerships with institutions in 
the Muslim world, and with mosques and madrasas 
within the UK.

To foster intellectual curiosity and build educational 
excellence among young Diaspora Muslims in the 
United Kingdom.

The Edinburgh Alwaleed Centre was founded in 2009 
thanks to a generous endowment from the Alwaleed 
Bin Talal Foundation (now Alwaleed Philanthropies) : 
www.alwaleedphilanthropies.org

The Alwaleed Centre is one of six centres based at leading 
universities in the UK (the universities of Edinburgh 
and Cambridge), the United States (the universities of 
Harvard and Georgetown) and the Middle East (the 
American universities of Beirut and Cairo).

The Edinburgh Alwaleed Centre is based within the 
University of Edinburgh’s Department of Islamic and 
Middle Eastern Studies. The Centre’s staff report to an 
Advisory Board consisting of representatives from the 
University of Edinburgh, Alwaleed Philanthropies and 
members of the UK’s Muslim communities.

For more information visit: www.alwaleed.ed.ac.uk

OBJECTIVES: The six key objectives of the Alwaleed Centre are:

To create the UK’s leading resource for expertise 
on Islam in the modern world, based on the 
integration of the study of Islamic Civilisation and 
issues relating to Islam in modern Britain.

To produce, on a self-sustaining basis, a world-
class cadre of researchers at the postgraduate and 
post-doctoral levels by providing studentships 
and fellowships designed to feed into the next 
generation of academics as well as the public and 
private sectors.

To establish a model partnership network with 
Muslim and other universities around the world, 
both within and outside the Arab world, that 
creates new opportunities for knowledge transfer 
and fosters collaborative research.



In a word, the period between May 2014 and April 
2015 has been, for the Edinburgh Alwaleed Centre, 
a period of ‘transition’. During this time we have, on 
the one hand, said ‘farewell’ to our first pair of Post-
Doctoral Fellows, Dr Tim Peace, working on Muslims 
in Britain, and Dr Yuka Kadoi, working on Islamic 
Civilisation; seen the successful completion of the 
Centre’s first PhD thesis, that of Michael Munnik on 
‘Points of Contact: A Qualitative Fieldwork Study of the 
Relationship between Journalists and Muslim Sources 
in Glasgow’; and also said ‘farewell’ to Rosie Mellor, 
our first Administrative and Outreach Officer. Huge 
thanks are due to all of these for their contribution to 
the Centre’s development, and particularly to Rosie as 
one of the members, along with Tom Lea and myself, of 
the ‘founding trio’ of the long-term staff of the Centre.

We have then welcomed Dr Khadijah Elshayyal as our 
second Post-Doctoral Fellow on Muslims in Britain, 
and Dr Alistair Hunter our new British Academy Post-
Doctoral Fellow, to work on his project ‘Burying our 
differences? Negotiating space and faith in contexts 
of death and diversity’, also under our ‘Muslims in 
Britain’ theme. We have also welcomed two new PhD 
students, Aurangzeb Haneef, from the Lahore University 
of Management Sciences, who is working on the early 
Islamic thinker Sufyan al-Thawri and Karim Mitha, 
who joins us from the Institute of Ismaili Studies in 
London and De Montfort University in Leicester to 

look at mental health and wellbeing issues among 
young British Muslims. A full complement of staff will 
be restored when we are joined, firstly, in June, by Lilly 
Jenkins as our new Admin and Outreach Co-ordinator, 
and, secondly, in September, by Dr Nur Sobers-Khan as 
our second Post-Doctoral Fellow on Islamic Civilisation.

There have also been a number of changes on the 
Centre’s Advisory Board. We have said ‘farewell’ to Frank 
Gribben, the Registrar of the College of Humanities 
and Social Sciences within the university, and Jeremy 
Henzell-Thomas, who first served as a representative 
on the Board of the Alwaleed Foundation. Both 
have been involved since the original discussions 
concerning the establishment of the Centre, and 
their advice and support since then has been hugely 
appreciated. As Chair of the Board, Carole Hillenbrand 
will then be completing her term of office after 
the next meeting. We are hugely grateful to her 
for all of her help and advice, and we are also very 
pleased that Mona Siddiqui, Professor of Islamic and 
Interreligious Studies in the School of Divinity in the 
university, has kindly agreed to take over the role.

In the midst of all these changes a full programme of 
activities on the themes on which the Centre works 
has, however, been sustained, as can be seen in the 
following pages and on the Centre’s website. We 
have endeavoured both to maintain and develop our 
activities and expertise on the different aspects of 
Islamic Studies on which we work, and to comment 
on developments related to the relationship between 
the World of Islam and the West such as the Charlie 
Hebdo Affair in January. Nationally, and indeed 
internationally, a very considerable part of these efforts 
is our contribution to the British Association for Islamic 
Studies (BRAIS), whose second annual conference in 
London in April we helped to organise, and which 
proved an outstanding success, with over 300 scholars 
attending, and with 5 plenaries and 48 panels in the 
programme. There has been no shortage of activity, 
therefore, but we look forward very much to having a 
full complement of staff in post again come September.

Professor Hugh Goddard

Director

A Word from the Director

The Alwaleed Centre for the Study of Islam in the Contemporary World
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Over the past year, the 
Alwaleed Centre has seen its 
expertise on both Muslims in 
Britain and Islamic Civilisation 
develop significantly. We were 
delighted to welcome our New 
Muslims in Britain Postdoctoral 
Fellow, Dr Khadijah Elshayyal 

and our new British Academy Fellow, Dr Alistair 
Hunter. We also welcomed our newest Outreach 
PhD Students Aurangzeb Haneef and Karim Mitha.

Dr Khadijah Elshayyal 

Dr Elshayyal joined the Alwaleed Centre in October 
2014, having recently completed her PhD at Royal 
Holloway, University of London under the supervision 
of Professor Humayun Ansari. Dr Elshayyal’s PhD 
explored the development of British Muslim identity 
politics between 1960 and 2010 with a specific 
focus on freedom of expression. Her current research 
focuses on civic engagement and community 

organising initiatives by and for British Muslim 
women and young people. She is interested in what 
motivates these groups to organise, the extent to 
which they are able to participate in conventional 
community organisations and structures, as well 
as exploring alternative spaces that they have 
utilised to make their voices heard. These include 
the internet and social media, as well as ‘real life’ 
spaces such as community welfare projects and 
even the recently announced ‘Women’s Mosque’ 
in Bradford. She is also interested in the effect that 
these alternative spaces have on the evolution 
of the more traditional community structures.

Over the next two years, Dr Elshayyal plans 
to explore the impact that the government’s 
securitisation agenda has had on British Muslim 
identity politics. This includes how recent 
government-endorsed/sponsored initiatives to 
tackle radicalisation have been received and 
engaged with by Muslims – both in terms of public 
discourse as well as intra-community debate. Has 
it led to a moderation of ideas or has it simply 
driven more extreme thinking underground? Have 
they been unifying or divisive? These are issues 
which also significantly affect women and young 
people, particularly in light of ISIS’s appeal to a 
number of individuals in both of these categories.

In both of these areas, Dr Elshayyal hopes to 
conduct comparisons between England and 
Scotland, highlighting commonalities, but 
also important historical differences between 
Muslim communities in the two nations, and 
their trajectories of political engagement.

INTRODUCING OUR NEW ACADEMIC COLLEAGUES
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Dr Alistair Hunter

Dr Alistair Hunter joined the Alwaleed Centre in 
January 2015, following a period at the University 
of St Andrews where he was a Research Fellow in 
the School of International Relations. Alistair has 
a first-class Bachelors degree from the University 
of Leeds in Middle Eastern Studies (with Arabic), 
and a MSc by Research in Politics (with Distinction) 
from the University of Edinburgh. He received his 
PhD from the University of Edinburgh in 2012, 
for a thesis on the retirement return migration of 
North and West African labour migrants working in 
France. In 2013, his doctoral thesis won the IMISCOE 
Maria Baganha Dissertation Award for best PhD in 
the field of field of migration studies in Europe. 

Alistair’s new research project lies squarely within 
the remit of the Alwaleed Centre’s key thematic 
area of ‘Muslims in Britain’. His project, funded by 
a prestigious and very competitive British Academy 

Postdoctoral Fellowship, is entitled ‘Burying 
our Differences? Negotiating faith and space 
in contexts of death and diversity’. The project 
aims to understand conflicts and negotiations 
over burial space and funeral practices among 
Muslim communities in four areas of the UK 
with different patterns of ethnic diversity. 
Death is a critical, if unexplored, juncture in the 
settlement of first-generation migrants (and their 
children), with clear implications for community 
relations: both between Muslims and non-
Muslims (e.g. planning disputes over new Islamic 
cemeteries) and within Muslim communities (e.g. 
conflicting views on observance of funeral rites). 

Recently Alistair won a further competitive research 
grant from the Mairie de Paris to extend the 
timeframe and geographical scope of this project 
to include case studies in France. During the year 
March 2015-March 2016, he will be based at 
the National Institute for Demographic Studies 
(INED) in Paris. The findings from the resulting 
comparative analysis of the French and British 
cases will be of relevance not only to academics 
but also to policymakers at local and national 
levels given the projections of greater demand for 
Islamic burial space in multi-ethnic urban areas 
throughout Europe in the years to come. In April 
2015 Alistair had the first opportunity to share his 
knowledge with policymakers, responding to the 
Scottish Government’s Consultation on a Proposed 
Bill Relating to Burial and Cremation in Scotland. 
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Karim Mitha

Karim’s research examines the extent to which faith 
identity may play a role in conceptualisations and 
experiences of mental distress. This builds upon 
prior graduate level work he undertook with migrant 
Muslim communities in Australia. Karim is now 
aiming to disentangle concepts of acculturation 
and identity in relation to mental health within the 
British Muslim context - seeing these processes as 
distinct and related to integration and psychosocial 
well-being. Evidence has shown that second-
generation migrant youth are at increased risk of 
psychopathologies due to “acculturative stress”; yet, 
given the stigmatised and taboo nature of mental 
health and illness in Muslim communities, the 
extant literature is contradictory regarding Muslim 
youth acculturation and psychological distress. 
In general, Muslims are under-represented and 
diagnosed late in mental health care. Karim aims to 
investigate the role of faith identity in this regard. 
Do traditional religio-cultural understandings of 
mental distress inform their mental health belief 
models and experiences of distress? Might this be 
a variable in uptake of biomedical mental health 
care? Do social factors of cultural understanding, 
ostracisation, and marginalisation play a role? 
Does nationalistic versus religious identity influence 
constructs of mental health and experiences of 
mental distress? Karim also aims to examine the 
extent to which faith identity may serve as a 
coping mechanism - does adhering to a strong 
religious identity play a role in resilience/serve as 
a framework in understanding mental illness? This 
research has implications on catering appropriate 
mental health services, both within and outside 
the Muslim community, to British Muslim youth, 
who may face questions on their identity and 
undergo psychological dissonance in reconciling 
differing, and often divergent value systems.
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Aurangzeb Haneef

Aurangzeb joined the Alwaleed Centre as an 
Outreach PhD Student in September 2014. 
His research is focussed on early Islamic intellectual 
history, including the development of hadith, 
jurisprudence, and tafsír in the 8th Century CE, 
through the life and works of Sufyãn al-Thawrí 
(d. 778). For Aurangzeb, understanding the formative 
period of Islamic intellectual history is crucial in order 
to understanding Islam as a whole. As a Pakistani 
national, he is also interested in contemporary issues 
of religion, conflict, and peacebuilding. Al-Thawrí ‘s 
opinions on jihad and apostasy contribute to this 
exploration and reveal the contemporary value of 
historical study. Before joining the Alwaleed Centre, 
Aurangzeb taught undergraduate courses in Islamic 
Studies, history of jihad, and classical Sufism at the 
Department of Humanities and Social Sciences at 
the Lahore University of Management Sciences 
(LUMS) in Pakistan. He holds a Masters of 
Theological Studies from Harvard University, USA 
and a Masters in Peace, Conflict and Development 
Studies from Universidad Jaime I, Spain.
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The Bashir Maan Archive

Over the last three years, the Alwaleed Centre has 
been delighted to support the highly innovative 
‘Colourful Heritage Project’, which records on 
video the stories and experiences of Scotland’s 
first generation of Muslims. These videos are then 
made available online via the project website: 
www.colourfulheritage.org. The Alwaleed Centre has 
contributed both financial support and expertise to 
the project which has far exceeded all expectations.

In November 2014, a new chapter in the Colourful 
Heritage Project’s history began with the official 
launch of the Bashir Maan Archive at Glasgow’s 
Mitchell Library. An offshoot of the Colourful 
Heritage Project, the Bashir Maan Archive was 
created to provide a home for documents and 
photographs relating to the development of 
Scotland’s South Asian and Muslim communities. 
A large crowd came along to hear Lord Shaykh, 
Michael Martin and Bashir Maan speak about the 
importance of archiving this important material 
and making it available for future generations.

Bashir Maan shares a joke with Lord Michael Martin



Dr Claire Chambers (University of York)

Iyad Hyatleh and Tessa Ransford

Tina Gharavi
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Along with University of Edinburgh PhD students 
Peter Cherry and Sybil Adam the Alwaleed 
Centre helped organise and deliver a series of 
four unique seminars reflecting on the work of 
British Muslim writers, poets and filmmakers 
in Scotland and the North East of England.

Dr Claire Chambers (University of York) got the 
series off to a flying start as she surveyed Muslim 
literary representations of Britain from the late 
18th Century through to the present day. 

This was followed by a reading and Q&A by 
celebrated Scottish-Sudanese author Leila Aboulela 
who treated a large audience to an exclusive preview 
reading of her newest novel The Kindness of Enemies. 

Following prose with poetry, our third seminar 
featured Palestinian-Scottish poet Iyad Hyatleh 
who read a number of beautiful poems in Arabic 
and English from his work Rug of a Thousand 
Colours: Poetry Inspired by the Five Pillars of 
Islam, a collaboration with the founder of the 
Scottish Poetry Library, Tessa Ransford. 

The series ended in style with a screening of 
Tina Gharavi’s fascinating documentary Last 
of the Dictionary Men which tells the story of 
the sizeable Yemini community who found 
a home in South Shields. The screening was 
followed by a discussion with Tina about her 
experiences of making this and other films.

For more information about the series, and to hear 
recordings of each seminar, visit the series website: 
www.britishmuslimwriters.wordpress.com
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REPRESENTING MUSLIMS IN SCOTLAND AND THE NORTH EAST 

Leila Aboulela



Professor Jorgen Neilsen
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MUSLIMS IN EUROPE: BETWEEN FACT AND FICTION

REPRESENTING BRITISH MUSLIMS IN THE NOUGHTIES AND BEYOND

Widely regarded as the leading expert on Muslims 
in Europe, Dr Jorgen Neilsen visited the Alwaleed 
Centre in March 2015 and spoke to a large audience 
at the Danish Cultural Institute in Edinburgh about 
the history of Muslim communities in Europe. The 
audience included representatives of the Scottish 
Government, Police Scotland and Edinburgh’s many 
faith communities. Professor Neilsen also took 
the time to deliver a special seminar for students 
of the University of Edinburgh’s Department of 
Islamic and Middle Eastern Studies. A recording 
of this seminar can be downloaded from the 
Alwaleed Centre website: www.alwaleed.ed.ac.uk

In October 2014, a large audience gathered to 
hear Alwaleed Centre Post-Doctoral Fellow, 
Khadijah Elshayyal, deliver her first public seminar 
since joining the alwaleed Centre in September 
2014. We welcomed colleagues from the 
Scottish Government, Muslim Council of 
Scotland and Police Scotland for what was a 
very useful and timely discussion. A recording 
of this seminar can be found on the Alwaleed 
Centre website: www.alwaleed.ed.ac.uk

Dr Khadijah Elshayyal delivers her first public seminar
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Islamic Civilisation Lecture Series 2014 

Building on the success of its Islamic Civilisation 
Public Lecture Series in 2012 and 2013, the 
Alwaleed Centre delivered four special lectures in 
2014 exploring Islamic art (past and present) as 
well as the medieval ‘translation movement’.

The series began with a visit to the National Gallery 
of Scotland where Professor Sheila Blair (Boston 
College) and Professor Robert Hillenbrand (University 
of Edinburgh) delivered a pair of outstanding lectures 
exploring the University of Edinburgh Library’s most 
treasured Islamic manuscript: the ‘World History’ 
of Rashid al-Din. The manuscript celebrated its 
700th anniversary in 2014 and this was one of a 
number of events and initiatives organised by the 
Alwaleed Centre to mark this special anniversary. 
For more on the Rashid al-Din see pages 10 and 11.

We then moved to the Royal College of 
Surgeons where Professor Charles Burnett of 
the Warburg Institute, University of London, 
introduced a large audience to the subtleties of 
the translation movement in Medieval Spain, 
where works of science and philosophy were 
translated from pagan Greek to Islamic Arabic 
and then from Arabic to Christian Latin.

ISLAMIC CIVILISATION HIGHLIGHTS 2014–15

Our series concluded at the Edinburgh College 
of Art where Venetia Porter, Curator of the 
British Museum’s Islamic and contemporary 
Middle East collection, discussed the process 
by which the British Museum collects and 
displays works of contemporary Islamic art. 

All four lectures were filmed and can 
be viewed on the Alwaleed Centre 
website: www.alwaleed.ed.ac.uk.

Professor Charles Burnett at the Royal College of Surgeons Venetia Porter at the Edinburgh College of Art

Professor Shiela Blair at the National Gallery of Scotland
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The Alwaleed Centre made sure Islamic Civilisation 
was well-represented at the Edinburgh festivals in 
2014/15 with a memorable series of events at the 
Edinburgh International Book Festival, the Edinburgh 
Just Festival, the Edinburgh Iranian Festival and the 
Edinburgh International Science Festival.

Book Festival artist in residence James Mayhew 
delighted a large family audience by painting 
famous tales from the 1001 Arabian nights 
accompanied by the famous musical score of 
Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov. This unique event 
provided the many young people who attended 

with a captivating introduction to the Arab World.  
For the adult Book Festival audience, the Alwaleed 
Centre welcomed journalist and author Justin 
Marozzi who spoke to a sell-out crowd about his most 
recent book Baghdad: City of Peace, City of Blood. 

Alwaleed Centre PhD Student Francesco Stermotich-
Capellari delivered a vivid and colourful presentation 
exploring contemporary Turkish calligraphy to a large 
audience at the Edinburgh Just Festival, who were 
also served Turkish tea and baklava as they arrived.

Again in partnership with the Edinburgh Just Festival, 
the Centre welcomed poets Tessa Ransford and Iyad 
Hyatleh who recited poems in English and Arabic 
from their collaborative work Rug of a Thousand 
Colours: Poems Inspired by the Five Pillars of Islam.

In February 2015, we were 
delighted to sponsor a 
fascinating event at the 
Edinburgh Iranian Festival 
reflecting on changing 
fashions in Iran over 

the last two centuries. This event took place just 
after the festival’s very popular Iranian Fashion 
show at the National Museum of Scotland. 

In April 2015, we then turned our attention to 
science. The Alwaleed Centre sponsored an 
inspirational event at the Edinburgh International 
Science Festival entitled ‘Science Brings 
Us Together’ which included a memorable 
contribution from Professor Yasser Khalil, 
Director of SESAME, a synchrotron facility in 
Jordan that encourages a culture of peace 
through international cooperation in science. 

THE ALWALEED CENTRE AT THE EDINBURGH FESTIVALS

James Mayhew (© Edinburgh International Book Festival)

Justin Marozzi (© Edinburgh International Book Festival)
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CELEBRATING THE 700th ANNIVERSARY OF RASHID AL-DIN’S ‘WORLD HISTORY’

One of the University of 
Edinburgh Library’s most 
treasured manuscripts, the Jami‘ 
al-Tawarikh (‘World History’) 
of Rashid al-Din celebrated its 
700th anniversary in 2014.

Recognised as one of the great masterpieces of 
medieval Islamic painting, the manuscript was 
produced under the Mongol Ilkhanid Dynasty 
and represents a history of the world as it was 
then known. It offers a fascinating insight into the 
multi-cultural, multi-religious society of the Islamic 
Iranian world under the Mongols and features 
a large number of breath-taking illustrations. 

To mark this significant anniversary, the 
Alwaleed Centre teamed up with the University 
of Edinburgh’s Centre for Research Collections 
to curate a unique exhibition featuring 
eighteen folios from the manuscript.

The exhibition, entitled: ‘The World History of 
Rashid al-Din 1314: A Masterpiece of Islamic 
Painting’ showcased a number of the manuscript’s 
most beautiful colour illustrations, which look as 
vivid today as they did seven centuries ago.

Iskander (Alexander) extends his realm into northern regions perpetually shrouded in fog (Special Collections Or.MS.20 quire 3, folio 19r)

The Rashid al-Din manuscript is revealed to the media
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The folios on display featured kings and rulers 
as well key Biblical and Qur’anic prophets. 
Further context was provided by a number of 
contemporaneous Persian artefacts loaned 
from the National Museum of Scotland.

The exhibition attracted over 5000 visitors 
between August and October 2014 and was 
featured in five national newspapers.

To take full advantage of the exhibition, the 
Alwaleed Centre organised a special manuscript 
workshop for senior pupils in Edinburgh led by 
Professor Sheila Blair (Boston College) and Dr 
Joseph Marshall (Centre for Research Collection, 
University of Edinburgh). Pupils from three local 
schools were introduced to the Rashid al-Din 
before going ‘behind the scenes’ at the Centre for 

Research Collections to see further folios from the 
manuscript alongside rare Scottish manuscripts 
dating from the same period. We are very grateful to 
the University of Edinburgh’s Knowledge Exchange 
Grant scheme for helping to fund this initiative.

We then welcomed an audience of more than 
150 people to the Scottish National Gallery for 
two special lectures delivered by Professor Sheila 
Blair (Boston College) and Professor Robert 
Hillenbrand, widely regarded as the world’s 
two leading experts on the manuscript.

In October 2014, to coincide with the final week 
of the exhibition, Dr Yuka Kadoi co-delivered a 
very successful international conference with 
colleagues from the University of Edinburgh entitled 
‘The Visual World of Persianate Culture’ which 
attracted over 50 leading names in the study of 
Islamic and Persian art. For more information visit: 
www.persianconference2014.wordpress.com.

School pupils get up-close to the manuscript

The World History of Rashid al-Din 1314: A Masterpiece of Islamic Painting
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The Alwaleed Centre is proud to be the 
administrative hub of the British Association for 
Islamic Studies (BRAIS) which was founded in 
2013, as a legacy of the Islamic Studies Network.
 
BRAIS is a learned society and professional 
organisation focused on enhancing research and 
teaching about Islam and Muslim cultures and 
societies in UK higher education. BRAIS provides 
a forum for academic exchange for scholars with 
an interest in any aspect of Islam and the Muslim 
world (including Muslim minorities), and acts as an 
umbrella organisation for members working in a wide 
range of disciplines and geographical interest areas.
 

Following the success of last year’s inaugural 
conference hosted at the University of 
Edinburgh, this year’s annual conference saw 
more than 300 delegates come together at 
Senate House, University of London for three 
days of academic exchange and discussion.
 
The programme included more than 270 papers 
delivered by scholars working throughout 
the UK and across the world, grouped into 
48 panels, and engaged with all aspects of 
Islamic Studies from Qur’an and tafsir to 
Muslims in Britain and Islamic marketing.

 Memorable plenary sessions explored scholarly 
approaches to the Qur’an, historical and 
contemporary theories of the ‘caliphate’, intra- 
and inter-religious relations, the future of Islamic 
Studies in Britain, reformulations in contemporary 
Islamic thought, and Muslim women’s contributions 
to international human rights debates.
 
The philosophy of BRAIS is to be as inclusive 
as possible, and it was therefore very positive 
to welcome a large number of PhD students 
who presented their research alongside 
more established names in the various sub-
fields of Islamic Studies, some making use 
of the innovative PechaKucha format.

 
Over the last year, considerable work has also been 
undertaken on the association’s new website which 
launched in March 2015: www.brais.ac.uk. The full 
conference programme can be found there, together 
with a great deal of other useful information 
about the Association, including membership.
 
The Alwaleed Centre looks forward to continuing 
its work as administrative hub of BRAIS, 
including assisting with the organisation 
of next year’s Annual Conference.

THE SECOND ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE BRITISH ASSOCIATION FOR 
ISLAMIC STUDIES: 13-15 APRIL 2015, SENATE HOUSE, UNIVERSITY OF LONDON

10 leading academic publishers ran stalls throughout the conference

The conference attracted over 300 delegates
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FURTHER OUTREACH 2014-2015

Schools Programme

The conference attracted over 300 delegates

The Alwaleed Centre continued its important 
work with schools in Scotland by engaging 
with teachers and pupils in schools across 
Edinburgh, the Scottish Borders and Aberdeen.

Sessions were delivered for both primary and 
secondary age groups, with over 500 pupils 
benefiting directly from Alwaleed Centre sessions 
hosted either within the University of Edinburgh or 
in schools themselves from June 2014 to May 2015.

The centre continued its work with trainee teachers 
in Scotland, welcoming a cohort of trainee RME 
teachers from Aberdeen for a day-long session on 
Islam which included a visit to Edinburgh’s Central 
Mosque and lunch at the famous Mosque Kitchen.

This year, the Alwaleed Centre 
has also developed its 

relationship with the University 
of Edinburgh’s Widening 
Participation programme by 

delivering special seminars on 

Islam for visiting primary and secondary pupils 
from disadvantaged areas of Edinburgh.
If you feel your school could benefit from a 
visit to or from the Alwaleed Centre, please 
contact the centre’s Outreach Projects 
Manager, Tom Lea: tom.lea@ed.ac.uk.

Engaging with the Scottish Government

The Alwaleed Centre was invited to deliver four 
lunchtime seminars for Scottish Government 
staff reflecting on Islam and the Muslim world. 
In March 2015, Dr Thomas Pierret (Department 
of Islamic and Middle Eastern Studies, University 
of Edinburgh) delivered a session tracing the 
development of the Islamic State organisation 
in Iraq and Syria. This was followed in May 2015 
by an overview of the relationship between the 
world of Islam and the West by Professor Hugh 
Goddard, Director of the Alwaleed Centre. Two 
further seminars will take place in August and 
October 2015 exploring the MENA economies 
and the history and politics of the Gulf nations.

A visit to the University by the Edinburgh Academy in 2015
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Christian-Muslim Relations

We were delighted to welcome 
twenty-five young Christians and 
Muslims to the Department of 
Islamic and Middle Eastern Studies 

for the latest instalment of Breaking Barriers. 
Now in its fourth year, this hugely successful 
dialogue initiative, delivered in partnership with 
the Edinburgh Inter-Faith Association and the 
University of Edinburgh Chaplaincy, uses the 
technique of ‘Scriptural Reasoning’ to encourage 
open and honest interfaith conversation. More 
Breaking Barriers conferences are planned for in 
2015/16 so keep your eye on the Alwaleed Centre 
website for details: www.alwaleed.ed.ac.uk.

Professor Hugh Goddard was invited to 
contribute to the Church of Scotland’s Church 
and Society Working Group as they compiled 
a report discussing the ‘Culture of Intolerance’ 
which often colours relationships between faith 
communities in Scotland. Professor Goddard 
was also invited to speak to the congregation of 
Christchurch Episcopal Church Edinburgh about 
the fallout from the Charlie Hebdo attacks.

Media Contributions

Over the last year, the Alwaleed Centre has made 
a number of significant contributions to the UK 
media. In the wake of January’s attacks on the 
offices of French satirical magazine, Charlie Hebdo, 
the Director of the Alwaleed Centre, Professor 
Hugh Goddard, appeared twice on BBC Radio 
discussing blasphemy in Christianity and 
Islam and representations of 
the Prophet Muhammad. 

He also featured on the homepage of the BBC 
News website and wrote a credo article for The 
Times newspaper on the meaning of Ramadan. 
We were also delighted to see our Rashid al-Din 
exhibition featured in the The Times, The Daily Mail, 
The Herald, The Metro and The Evening News.

‘Wadjda’ Film Screening and Panel Discussion

In partnership with the University of Edinburgh 
Film Society, the Alwaleed Centre organised a 
special screening of ‘Wadjda’ – the first feature 
film shot entirely in Saudi Arabia. ‘Wadjda’ tells 
the story of a young girl’s efforts to buy a bicycle 
and received high praise from critiques when it 
released back in 2012. Part of Islam Awareness 
Week 2015, the screening was followed by a panel 
discussion featuring Dr Nacim Pak-Shiraz and Dr 

Dr Ebtihal Mahadeen (Department of 
Islamic and Middle Eastern Studies, 

University of Edinburgh).

Outreach PhD Student Augrangzeb Haneef discusses prayer with pupils at Selkirk High School



The Alwaleed Centre for the Study of Islam in the Contemporary WorldThe Alwaleed Centre for the Study of Islam in the Contemporary World

15www.alwaleed.ed.ac.uk

ALWALEED CENTRE PUBLIC EVENTS, WORKSHOPS AND SEMINARS: 2014-2015

We try to record as many of our public events as possible 
and over 70 are available as audio or video podcasts on 
the Alwaleed Centre website: 
www.alwaleed.ed.ac.uk. 

Christian-Muslim Relations: Past, Present and Future
Wednesday 7 May 2014
A contribution by Professor Goddard to a Study Day 
at the University of Lancaster, in association with the 
Anglican Diocese of Blackburn, on Inter-Faith Issues in the 
North-West of England.

The Religious Life of Scotland Today
Friday 9 May 2014
Professor Goddard contributes to a panel event at the 
May Festival of the University of Aberdeen focusing on 
the changing religious demography of Scotland and the 
wide variety between different parts of the country in this 
respect.  

1001 Arabian Nights with James Mayhew
Thursday 14 August 2014
A visual journey through the 1001 Arabian nights with 
Edinburgh International Book Festival Artist in Residence 
James Mayhew, accompanied by the music of Rimsky-
Korsakov. A children and families event at the Edinburgh 
International Book Festival.

Baghdad: From Ancient Capital to War Zone
Friday 15 August 2014
Featuring author and commentator Justin Marozzi 
discussing his newest book Baghdad: City of Peace, 
City of Blood. Part of the Edinburgh International Book 
Festival.

One Scotland, Many Cultures: Celebrating Difference
Wednesday 20 August 2014
We explore the Church of Scotland’s report ‘One Scotland, 
Many Cultures’, and the ‘Colourful Heritage Project’ 
which seeks to captures the experiences first-generation 
immigrants to Scotland. Part of the Edinburgh Just 
Festival.

A Brush With God
Friday 22 August 2014
Scotland-based religious artists 
and experts share their spiritual 
experiences of speaking and 
listening to God through art, 
icons and calligraphy. Featuring 
Alwaleed Centre PhD student 
Francesco Stermotich-Cappellari 
and part of the Edinburgh Just Festival.

The Mirror of the Word: Spirituality in Islamic 
Calligraphy
Saturday 23 August 2014
A visual journey into the world of Islamic calligraphy 
and spirituality led by Francesco Stermotich-Cappellari, 
Outreach PhD Student at the Alwaleed Centre. Part of the 
Edinburgh Just Festival.

Rug of a Thousand Colours: Poems Inspired by the 
Five Pillars of Islam
Sunday 24 August 2014
A reading in English and Arabic by poets Tessa Ransford 
and Iyad Hayatleh from their collaborative project ‘Rug of 
a Thousand Colours’, inspired by the Five Pillars of Islam. 
Part of the Edinburgh Just Festival.

The Study of Religion: the Case of Islam
Saturday 18 October 2014
Professor Goddard was invited to deliver this address 
about the history of Islamic Studies in the UK at a 
conference organised at the Oxford Centre for Islamic 
Studies on ‘The Study of Islam and Contemporary Muslim 
Society’. 

God and Jesus in Christian and Muslim perspectives
Tuesday 21 October 2014
A discussion between Professor Miroslav Volf (Yale 
Divinity School) and Professor Mona Siddiqui (University 
of Edinburgh) on their books ‘Allah: a Christian response’, 
and ‘Christians, Muslims, and Jesus’. Chaired by Professor 
Hugh Goddard (Alwaleed Centre) and hosted at the 
University of Edinburgh Chaplaincy.

Outreach PhD Student Augrangzeb Haneef discusses prayer with pupils at Selkirk High School
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The Visual World of Persianate Culture
24 – 26 October 2014
Jointly orgnaised by Dr Yuka Kadoi (Alwaleed Centre), 
Dr Nacim Pak-Shiraz (Islamic and Middle Eastern 
Studies, University of Edinburgh) and Dr Lloyd Llewellyn-
Jones (History, Classics and Archaeology, University of 
Edinburgh), this unique conference brought together 
Persian and Islamic art experts from all over the world.

Celebrating the 700th Anniversary of the Rashid al-
Din’s ‘World History’
Friday 24 October 2014
The World History of Rashid al-Din is one of the University 
of Edinburgh’s most treasures Islamic manuscripts. To 
celebrate its 700th anniversary, the Alwaleed Centre 
welcomed the world’s two leading experts on the 
manuscript, Professor Sheila Blair (Boston College) and 
Professor Robert Hillenbrand (university of Edinburgh) to 
deliver special public lectures at the National Gallery of 
Scotland. Part of the Alwaleed Centre’s Islamic Civilisation 
Lecture Series 2014.

The Transfer of Science and Philosophy across 
Religious Boundaries in the Middle Ages
Friday 14 November 2014
A memorable public lecture by Professor Charles Burnett 
of the Warburg Institute, University of London, one of the 
world’s leading scholars working on the history of science 
in the Islamic World. Part of the Alwaleed Centre’s Islamic 
Civilisation Lecture Series 2014 and hosted at the Royal 
College of Surgeons.

Representing British Muslims in the noughties and 
beyond: Challenges, contentions and the future 
Wednesday 19 November 2014
The first public lecture by the Alwaleed Centre’s new 
Postdoctoral Fellow in Muslims in Britain, Dr Khadijah 
Elshayyal.

The Romantic Dimension of the Jihadist Movement
Friday 21 November 2014
A special seminar delivered by renowned Moroccan 
scholar Professor Mohamed Tozy exploring the more 
emotional elements of the jihadist movement. Chaired 
and translated by Dr Thomas Pierret, Lecturer in 
Contemporary Islam at the University of Edinburgh.  In 
partnership with the Department of Islamic and Middle 
Eastern Studies and the Centre for the Advanced Study of 
the Arab World.

Telling stories: Collecting Contemporary Middle 
Eastern Art at the British Museum
Thursday 27 November 2014
A special public lecture delivered by Venetia Porter, 
Curator of Islamic and Modern Middle East Art at the 
British Museum. Part of the Alwaleed Centre’s Islamic 
Civilisation Lecture Series 2014 and hosted at the 
Edinburgh College of Art.

Global Threats and Global Prospects: Faith 
Reflections for World Peace
Friday 5 December 2014
A Christian-Muslim interfaith event featuring Alwaleed 
PhD student Aurangzeb Haneef. Hosted at the Annandale 
Street Mosque, Edinburgh.

Biblical Views of Other Religions
Tuesday 9 December 2014
The Church of Scotland’s Church and Society working 
group ‘The Culture of Intolerance’ (with regard to both 
intra-Christian sectarianism and inter-religious tensions) 
invited Professor Goddard to outline the teachings of the 
Christian scriptures on this crucial topic. 

Muslim Literary Representations of Britain: 1780 - 
present
Tuesday 20 January 2015
The first of our ‘Representing Muslims in Scotland and 
North-East’ seminar series featuring Dr Claire Chambers, 
University of York. Followed by a Q&A. 

Leila Aboulela: Reading and Q&A
Tuesday 3 February 2015
An opportunity to hear acclaimed Sudanese-Scottish 
novelist Leila Aboulela reading from her newest work. 
Followed by a Q&A with Sybil Adam (University of 
Edinburgh) and part of the ‘Representing Muslims in 
Scotland and North-East’ seminar series.

Persian Chic: Contemporary Iranian Fashion
Saturday 7 February 2015
A special panel conversation featuring Dr Lloyd Llewellyn-
Jones (School of History, Classics & Archaeology, 
University of Edinburgh), Dr Nacim Pak-Shiraz (Islamic & 
Middle Eastern Studies, University of Edinburgh), Dr Gillian 
Vogelsang-Eastwood (Director of the Textile Research 
Centre in Leiden) and Dr Friederike Voigt (Senior Curator 
from National Museums Scotland). Part of the Edinburgh 
Iranian Festival.
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The History of Jewish-Christian-Muslim Relations
Monday 16 February 2015
Professor Goddard was invited to deliver one of the 
keynote addresses for a Diversity Day at Edinburgh Napier 
University entitled ‘The Role of Faith: standing together in 
turbulent times’. 

Iyad Hayatleh: Poetry Reading and Q&A
Tuesday 17 February 2015
An opportunity to hear Glasgow-based Palestinian poet 
Iyad Hayatleh read and discuss his poetry with Peter 
Cherry (University of Edinburgh). Part of the ‘Representing 
Muslims in Scotland and North-East’ seminar series.  

Halal Haggis? An introduction to Islam and Muslims 
in Scotland
Thursday 19 February 2015
The Centre’s contribution to this year’s Innovative 
Learning Week in the university, with input from Professor 
Hugh Goddard and Dr Alistair Hunter, and including a visit 
to the Edinburgh Central Mosque.

Breaking Barriers: Scriptural Reasoning
Sunday 22 February 2015
Another opportunity for young Christians and Muslims to 
get together in a respectful and supportive environment 
to discuss scripture and belief. Organised in partnership 
with the Edinburgh Inter-Faith Association and the 
University of Edinburgh Chaplaincy.

The ABC of the Charlie Hebdo Affair
Sunday 1 March 2015
Professor Goddard was invited by the congregation 
of Christ Church Episcopal church in Morningside to 
comment on the events in Paris in January (A for ‘Art’, B 
for ‘Blasphemy’, and C for ‘Community’). 

Tina Gharavi: Screening of ‘Last of the Dictionary 
Men’ and Q&A
Thursday 5 March 2015
Tina Gharavi is a BAFTA-nominated filmmaker whose 
short film ‘Last of the Dictionary Men’ tells the story 
of Yemini migrants to South Shields. Part of the 
‘Representing Muslims in Scotland and North-East’ 
seminar series.

Patriarchy and the Rights of Women in the Arab 
World: Dr Nawal El-Saadawi
Thursday 12 March 2015
An extraordinary hour spent with one of the world’s most 
celebrated Arab feminist voices. In partnership with the 
Centre for the Advanced Study of the Arab World and the 
Department of Islamic and Middles Eastern Studies.

‘Wadjda’ film screening
Sunday 15 March 2015
A special film screening for Islam Awareness Week 2015 
of Wajda, the first feature film shot entirely in Saudi 
Arabia. In partnership with the Edinburgh University Film 
Society and followed by a panel discussion featuring Dr 
Ebtihal Mahadeen and Dr Nacim Pak-Shiraz (University of 
Edinburgh).

Muslims in Europe: Between Fact and Fiction
Tuesday 17 March 2015
A special evening talk delivered by the world’s leading 
expert on Muslims in Europe, Professor Jorgen Nielsen 
(University of Copenhagen). Hosted by the Danish 
Cultural Institute, Edinburgh.

Building Bridges: Scotland and the Middle East
Wednesday 18 March 2015
Professor Goddard contributed to a panel event 
for Business Leaders in Scotland at the Gogarburn 
headquarters of the Royal Bank of Scotland.

Conversion and Social Change in Early Islamic Iran: 
Professor Richard W. Bulliet
Wednesday 18 March 2015
A fascinating insight into early Iranian Islam by Professor 
of Middle Eastern History at Columbia University, Richard 
Bulliet. In partnership with the Department of Islamic 
and Middle Eastern Studies and the British Institute of 
Persian Studies.

Good Friday Meditation: Islam
Friday 3 April 2015
Part of the Good Friday three-hour service at St John’s 
Church, Edinburgh. A short meditation on forgiveness in 
Islam by Alwaleed Centre Outreach Projects Manager, 
Tom Lea.
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Science Brings Us Together
Tuesday 7 April 2015
An informative, invigorating and inspiring panel 
discussion featuring Prof Yasser Khalil from SESAME, a 
synchrotron facility in Jordan that encourages a culture of 
peace through international cooperation in science. Part 
of the Edinburgh International Science Festival.

The Second Annual Conference of the British 
Association for Islamic Studies
Monday 13 – Wednesday 15 April 2015
As administrative hub for the British Association for 
Islamic Studies, much of the prganisation of this very 
successful second conference was undertaken by the 
Alwaleed Centre. We were delighted to welcome over 300 
delegates and host more than 270 individual papers.

The Caliphate, In Theory
Monday 13 April 2015
Historical and contemporary reflections on the theory of 
the caliphate from Professor Hugh Kennedy (SOAS) and 
Dr Carool Kersten (King’s College, London). A public event 
organised as part of the British Association for Islamic 
Studies Annual Conference 2015.

Developing Islamic Studies in the UK: Future 
Horizons
Tuesday 14 April 2015
Dr Ataullah Siddiqui (Markfield Institute of Higher 
Education, Leicester), Prof Sophie Gilliat-Ray (University 
of Cardiff), Dr Judith Pfeiffer (University of Oxford), Prof 
Zahia Salhi (University of Manchester) and Prof Maurits 
Berger (University of Leiden). A public event organised 
as part of the British Association for Islamic Studies 
Annual Conference 2015, and chaired by Professor Hugh 
Goddard.

Writing women’s human rights: weaving a counter-
narrative of Muslim women’s contribution to the 
CEDAW script
Wednesday 15 April 2015
A talk by Prof Shaheen Sardar Ali, Professor of Law in 
the University of Warwick. A public event organised as 
part of the British Association for Islamic Studies Annual 
Conference 2015.
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