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                Committed to the production of cultural and scientific knowledge


Sociology at the University of Edinburgh (founded in 1964 by Tom Burns) is one of the UK’s leading sociology departments, highly regarded for our record of influential original research and teaching. We've been rated as first in the UK for the quality and breadth of our research in the Research Excellence Framework 2014 (REF2014). 


We have a long-standing commitment to original empirical and theoretical work on society, and on the production of cultural and scientific knowledge. 


Our approach is shaped by a sociological understanding of the importance of the link between biography and history, private troubles and public issues, the micro-social worlds of individuals and wider social structures.
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    About

        We are one of the UK's leading centres for research and teaching in Sociology. One of our major strengths is diversity, both in who we are and what we do.

     

  


       

      

      
          
            
      

                  
                        
        

            

  

     
  
        

    Programmes

        On our single and joint undergraduate degree programmes we place a strong emphasis on doing rather than just reading about sociology. 

     

  


       

      

      
          
            
      

                  
                        
        

            

  

     
  
        

    Research

        Our work is at the crossroads of professional, critical, public and user-oriented policy sociology and focuses on the interweaving of individual lives, social processes and historical change.


     

  


       

      

      
          
            
      

                  
                        
        

            

  

     
  
        

    People

        Meet the Sociology team and find contact details.

     

  


       

      

      
          
            
      

                  
                        
        

            

  

     
  
        

    News

        See the latest news updates from Sociology.

     

  


       

      

      
          
            
      

                  
                        
        

            

  

     
  
        

    Contact

        We are based in the Chrystal Macmillan Building on George Square at the heart of the Central campus.

     

  


       

      

      
          
            
      

                  
                        
        

            

  

              
     
  
        

    Erving Goffman Memorial Lectures

        Each year, Sociology invites a scholar of high international reputation to give the Erving Goffman Memorial Lecture. This aim of this lecture is to honour and continue the intellectual legacy of Erving Goffman by deepening our understanding of human behaviour and interactions. 

     

  


       

      

      
          
            
      

                  
                        
        

            

  

     
  
        

    Sociology Speaker Series

        The Sociology Speaker Series presents the latest research by academic staff members and distinguished guests from across the United Kingdom and beyond.
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  04/10/2023
   Sociology 

    SPS academic involved in global electricity decarbonisation effort, which aims to create 100% renewable energy power grids worldwide


        School of Social and Political Science (SPS) academic Dr Jess Britton will lead The University of Edinburgh’s input into the new Electric Power Innovation for a Carbon-free Society (EPICS) centre, which brings together international partners to decarbonise the global energy sector. 

  
  


 

      



  




   


              
     
  
  07/08/2023
   Sociology 

    SPS academic involved in new Energy Demand Research Centre aimed at driving net-zero energy sector 


        

  
  


 

      



  




   


              
     
  
  09/05/2023
   Sociology 

    SPS academic honoured with prestigious Royal Society of Edinburgh Fellowship 


        Professor Janette Webb has been announced as a new Royal Society of Edinburgh (RSE) fellow for 2023.  

  
  


 

      



  




   


              
     
  
  18/04/2023
   Sociology 

    SPS’ Professor Lynn Jamieson wins British Sociological Association Lifetime Achievement Award 


        Congratulations to Sociology’s Professor Lynn Jamieson for receiving a Lifetime Achievement Award from the British Sociological Association (BSA).
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    20 March 2024
    



    
    
        
    
    

    16:00  - 17:30 
                
            
 
      

      
     Sociology 

    The Culture of Democracy - A Sociological Approach to Civil Society


        Dr Bin Xu discusses his book which provides a survey of the cultural sociology of civil society and offers a committed global perspective.

 
  



 


      


  


  


              
      
 
            
                




                  
    
    
        
    
    

    22 March 2024
    



    
    
        
    
    

    15:00  - 17:30 
                
            
 
      

      
     Science, Technology and Innovation Studies 

    Don’t forget the social in sociotechnical


        The arrival of experimental Large Language Models (LLMs) in 2022 and their explosion in use over the last year might look like a technological wonder, but under the skin lie a huge number issues likely to cause harm in society, all of which have been well known to researchers for decades. 

 
  



 


      


  


  


              
      
 
            
                




                  
    
    
        
    
    

    26 March 2024
    



    
    
        
    
    

    13:00  - 14:00 
                
            
 
      

      
     Centre of African Studies 

    Braiding Ethics and Impact


        In this workshop, SSPS academics with deep experience of engaged research will challenge us with their lessons and insights, opening up a discussion of the braiding of ethics and impact.

 
  



 


      


  


  


              
      
 
            
                




                  
    
    
        
    
    

    27 March 2024
    



    
    
        
    
    

    16:00  - 17:30 
                
            
 
      

      
     Sociology 

    Status Reversal  and Its Discontents


        This talk seeks to identify the causal impact of actual status loss on in-group bias, outgroup discrimination, and potential downstream political attitudes. Importantly, the experiments isolate the effect of status reversal from that of pre-existing beliefs about lower status outgroups that may confound the relationship.

 
  



 


  

    

  
  
  
  
  




      



  


  


  

  
    
      
        Full address

        Find us

        
            School of Social and Political Science

            University of Edinburgh

            Chrystal Macmillan Building

            15a George Square

            Edinburgh EH8 9LD

        

        
              
      
    
           View on map
        
      

            
        Contact details

        Contact us

        
            Tel: +44 (0)131 651 3060
            Email: sps.reception@ed.ac.uk
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