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1. What is Design and Technology? 
2. What are the minimum entry requirements?  
3. How do I apply to the University? 
4. When should I apply? 
5. When does the programme commence? 
6. Personal statement – what do you look for? 
7. Will I be interviewed? 
8. What kind of work experience do I need? 
9. Will I receive feedback on my application? 
10. Is funding available? 
11. Can I teach elsewhere if I gain my teaching qualification in Scotland? 
12. Do I need to complete a Disclosure Scotland PVG application? 

 
 
 
 

1. What is Design and Technology? 
 
Design and Technology Education is about developing technological capability, through the 
combination of designing and making skills with technological knowledge and understanding 
of values, consequences and bigger issues of technology in society and sustainable 
development. It is about creativity and enterprising, thinking, doing and being. Design and 
Technology Education contributes towards the preparation of young people for citizenship in 
a technological society.  
 
 
What will I teach?  
Curriculum for Excellence Technologies and SQA senior phase subjects such as: 
 

 Design and Manufacture/Product Design  

 Engineering Science  

 Graphic Communication and Design  

 Practical Woodworking  

 Practical Electronics  

 Practical Metalworking  

 Technological Developments in Society  
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2.  What are the minimum entry requirements?  
 
General requirements for our PGDE programmes are as follows: 
 

 A degree from a UK Higher Education Institution or degree of an equivalent 
standard from an institution outwith the UK.   

 The degree should be in the subject to be taught and containing at least two 
graduating courses (80 credits) in the relevant subject.  

 SQA Higher Grade pass at levels A, B, C (or equivalent) in English.  

 SQA Standard Grade level 1 or 2 in Mathematics 

 

Ideally candidates should have a degree in the subject to be taught, but those with a 
minimum of 80 credits in the relevant subject contained within their degree may be 
considered.  Those with a degree completely unrelated to the PGDE Secondary subject that 
they wish to study are not encouraged to apply, as they will not be considered. 
 
Postgraduate qualifications in the relevant subject are only considered where there is a 
shortfall of credits. A maximum of 30 credits from a source other than the undergraduate 
degree can be considered to ‘top up’ an existing undergraduate degree in this manner. 
 
Specific entry requirements for Design Technology 
 
To be qualified for PGDE Design Technology/Technological Education, candidates must 
have a degree with at least 80 credits in a relevant Design Technology discipline.  This 
degree should include: - 

 A minimum of 20 credit points from Technological subjects such as Mechanical, 
Electrical, or Electronic Engineering/Sciences, Mechatronics, Architecture, 
Construction Technology, Building Services. 

 A minimum of 40 credit points from: Design and Graphic-related subjects such as 
Computer-Aided Design, Graphic Design, Computer- Aided Design/ Manufacture, 
Industrial Design, Product Design, Consumer Design. 

Degrees suitable for PGDE Design Technology include: - 
 
Product Design Engineering; Product Design Innovation; Design for Industry; Consumer 
Design; Design and Manufacture; Construction Management; Architecture; Architecture 
Technology; Interior Design, Civil Engineering, Mechanical Engineering; Mechatronics; 
Electrical; Environmental Engineering; Manufacture Technology; Quantity Surveying. 
 
We are seeking candidates who are capable of crossing boundaries and have some design 
and some engineering/ technological knowledge and understanding.  You will also be 
required to show the university your practical craft skills. 
 
English and Maths requirements and equivalent qualifications 
 
All candidates are required to have SQA Higher English at grade C or above, or 
qualifications that are considered the equivalent by the University of Edinburgh.  These are: - 
 



September 2015 
 

 National Units – Passes in both Communication NC (formerly Communication 4) AND 
Literature 1.  These units are available at many further education colleges throughout 
Scotland; 

 
 GCSE English Language AND GCSE English Literature - both passed at grade C or 

above; 
 

 Irish Leaving Certificate Higher English at grade C2 or above; 
 

 Higher in English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL), at grade C or above. 
 
 
 
Certain English high school grades contained within qualifications from various territories 
throughout the world (such as International Baccalaureate, High School Diplomas from the 
US, German Abitur) can also meet the English entry requirements.  However, this is entirely 
dependent on the level of study and grades involved, and these will always be checked on 
an individual basis. Please contact us for more information if you hold such a qualification. 
 
Acceptable Maths courses are: - 
 

 National 5 Mathematics at grade B or above;  
 Standard Grade award in Mathematics at grade 1 or 2; 
 National Qualifications in Mathematics at Intermediate level 2 – C or above; 
 Irish Leaving Certificate Ordinary Maths at grade B or above; 
 GCSE Mathematics grade B and above; 
 Open University module MU123 – Discovering Mathematics - Pass 

 
The minimum entry requirements for English and Maths are set by the Scottish Government 
and are non-negotiable, anyone without the requisite qualification(s) must rectify this to be 
qualified for PGDE Secondary.  Candidates can apply without meeting the requirements and 
be made an offer conditional upon them gaining the required qualification(s) prior to the 
PGDE Secondary course commencement date.  Prospective candidates who wish to apply 
late in the admissions cycle without meeting the English and/or Maths entry requirements will 
most likely find it difficult to find a suitable course which will finish before the PGDE course 
begins. 
 
3. How do I apply to the University? 
 
Candidates can only apply for PGDE Secondary courses via UCAS, and not directly to 
institutions: - http://www.ucas.com 
 
4. When should I apply? 
 
Candidates can apply for PGDE Secondary courses from the beginning of the 
admissions cycle (normally mid-September) until the individual courses are closed by 
selectors. The UCAS equal consideration deadline is 15th January and so we would 
strongly advise that where possible you apply by this date to ensure that your 
application is guaranteed to be considered. If you apply after this date there is no 
guarantee that your application will be considered – this will depend on the individual 
competition level of the subject you are applying to. Each PGDE Secondary subject 
is given a target figure by the Scottish Government – courses will close to new 
applications when the individual target is met. 
 
5. When does the programme commence? 
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It runs from the latter part of August each year until mid June (36 weeks), half of which is 
spent on placement in schools. 
 
6. Personal statement – what do you look for? 
 
We consider all information contained within the UCAS application when making our 
admissions decisions.  This includes your academic grades (predicted and achieved), 
personal statement and academic reference.  We look for evidence in your personal 
statement of commitment, motivation and suitability to your chosen subject.  
 
It is important that you show some understanding of the range of subjects you will be 
engaged in as a teacher of Design and Technology /Technological Education. Relevant 
experience – with details of work and secondary experience you have undertaken, your 
knowledge of the Curriculum for Excellence and your understanding of the role of a teacher.  
You can detail work/life balance – sport, hobbies, work, voluntary activities, time 
management is a relevant skill but avoid lists and be mindful of the limited space available. 
 
7. Will I be interviewed? 
 
Following careful consideration of application forms and references, suitable candidates will 
be invited for interview, which is an important part of the selection process.  Please note that 
not all candidates will be invited for interview. 
 
8. What kind of work experience do I need? 
 
Selectors look for candidates who have relevant experience of working in formal or informal 
settings with children and young people. The following are considered good examples of 
relevant experience: 
 

 Work experience or observation in a secondary school. 
 Work experience with youth groups and after school clubs. 
 Work experience which has involved training or coaching young people in a number 

of different types of setting from commercial organisations to sports groups. 
 
The successful candidate will be able to draw on these experiences at interview to 
demonstrate their insights into the nature of teaching, learners and learning in whatever 
context they have worked. 
 
9. Will I receive feedback on my application? 
 
We are happy to provide feedback to any unsuccessful applicant.  You can contact the 
College Admissions office and we will aim to reply to you as soon as possible.  Please note 
that we receive most feedback requests between January and March.  As we deal with a 
very large volume of feedback requests we do ask that you contact us by email 
HSSUG@ed.ac.uk   Please note that data protection legislation means that we may not be 
able to provide feedback to a third party unless you provide written consent.  
 
 
10. Is funding available? 
 
Applicants should apply to the Student Awards Agency for Scotland (SAAS) 
www.saas.gov.uk/ after receiving an offer. Depending on your circumstances, you might be 
able to apply for additional funds to help you with your study costs.  English, Welsh and 
Northern Irish students can apply to Student Finance England, Wales or Northern Ireland as 



September 2015 
 

appropriate for fee, grant and loan support.  Further information on funding can be viewed at 
http://www.ed.ac.uk/studying/undergraduate/fees-finance 
 
 
 
 
 
11. Can I teach elsewhere if I gain my teaching qualification in Scotland? 
 
If you gain your teaching qualification in Scotland, you will be eligible to teach in England, 
Wales, Northern and Southern Ireland. The PGDE in Design and technology is also 
recognized in New Zealand and Australia. You should contact the General Teaching Council 
or Education and Local Library Board to register. If you wish to teach in Northern Ireland or 
Ireland, you should contact the General Teaching Council for these areas as there are a 
number of further criterions to be met. Each case is scrutinised independently; however 
further training is normally required to be fully eligible for teaching Technology and Design in 
Northern Ireland, and Technology Education in Ireland.  
 
 
 
12.   Do I need to complete a Protecting Vulnerable Groups (PVG) application? 
 
Yes, if you are accepted to a teaching degree you must complete a PVG application prior to 
enrolment.  An application will be sent from the University once you have accepted your 
offer.  The fee for joining the scheme is £59.  For information on the PVG scheme, please 
see their website at; www.disclosurescotland.co.uk/pvg/pvg_index.html  
 
 
If you have any further queries concerning the PGDE Education programmes, please 
contact; 
 
Mr Jason Andreas 
College of Humanities and Social Science  
Undergraduate Admissions 
The University of Edinburgh 
57 George Square 
Edinburgh 
EH8 9JU 
 
 
Telephone:   0131 651 3147 
Fax:  0131 650 4678 
Email:   Jason.Andreas@ed.ac.uk 
  
 
Further PGDE Secondary information, including course content and layout, can be found at 
our webpage: - 
 
http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/education/pgde/secondary 
 
 
Useful websites: www.ucas.com 
   www.teachinginscotland.com/  
   www.gtcs.org.uk/  
   www.tes.co.uk/  


