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THE UNIVERSITY  
OF EDINBURGH: 
INFLUENCING THE 
WORLD SINCE 1583  

An inspiring destination
Your first-class education will take place in 
one of Europe’s most striking capital cities, a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site that is regularly 
voted one of the best places in the world to 
live. Edinburgh enjoys a solid reputation as  
a centre for innovation, whether as home  
to the 18th-century Scottish Enlightenment, 
as a modern source of pioneering science, 
medicine and technology, or as the host of 
the world’s largest and longest-established 
arts festival. You couldn’t ask for a more 
inspiring setting in which to further your 
knowledge and broaden your horizons.

Join us
Edinburgh offers unparalleled academic 
breadth and diversity, making it a vibrant, 
challenging and stimulating environment 
for postgraduate study. Whether you plan 
to change direction, enhance your existing 
career or develop in-depth knowledge of 
your area of study, the University of 
Edinburgh provides a world-class  
learning experience.

*  Latest Emerging Global Employability  
University Rankings

Our proud history and  
alumni ambassadors 
For more than 400 years our staff and 
students have been making their mark  
on the world. They’ve explored space, 
revolutionised surgery, won Nobel Prizes, 
published era-defining books, run the 
country, paved the way for life-saving 
breakthroughs and laid the foundations  
for solving the mysteries of the universe. 
By choosing further study or research at 
Edinburgh you will be joining a community 
of scholars who have been at the forefront 
of knowledge since 1583. 

We are associated with 20 Nobel Prize 
winners, including physicists Peter Higgs, 
Charles Barkla and Max Born, medical 
researcher Peter Doherty, economist Sir 
James Mirrlees and biologist Sir Paul Nurse. 
Our distinguished alumni include NASA 
astronaut Piers Sellers, former MI5 Director-
General Dame Stella Rimington, Olympians 
Sir Chris Hoy and Katherine Grainger and 
historical greats such as philosopher David 
Hume, physicist and mathematician James 
Clerk Maxwell, inventor Alexander Graham 
Bell and Sherlock Holmes creator Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle. 

Teaching and research excellence
We are consistently ranked as one of the 
world’s top 50 universities. We are 17th in 
the 2014/15 QS World University Rankings. 
As host to more than 30,000 students 
from some 137 countries, studying across 
100 academic disciplines, the University of 
Edinburgh continues to attract the world’s 
greatest minds. In the Research Excellence 
Framework (REF) 2014, 83 per cent of our 
research was judged world-leading or 
internationally excellent. We’re ranked 
fourth in the UK for research power, based 
on the quality and breadth of our research. 
Our excellent teaching was also confirmed 
in the latest report from the Quality 
Assurance Agency, which awarded us  
the highest rating possible for the quality  
of the student learning experience.

Collaborations and  
international partnerships
As an internationally renowned centre  
of academic excellence, Edinburgh is  
the site of many world-class research 
collaborations. Our postgraduate  
students are crucial to our continued 
success and development and, along with 
our staff, they forge research links through 
regular travel and overseas exchanges.  
We take pride in our partnerships with 
other institutions such as the California 
Institute of Technology (Caltech), Stanford 
University, the University of Melbourne, 
Peking University, the University of Delhi 

and the University of KwaZulu-Natal –  
to name but a few. We are a member of 
both the League of European Research 
Universities and the Coimbra Group, giving 
us strong links with leading European 
institutions from Barcelona to Berlin.

Linking research and commerce
Edinburgh was one of the first UK 
universities to actively develop commercial 
links with industry, government and the 
professions. Edinburgh Research and 
Innovation (ERI) has continued, for the  
past four decades, to develop the 
promotion and commercialisation of the 
University’s research excellence. ERI assists 
our postgraduates in taking a first step to 
market, whether it is through collaborative 
research, licensing technology or providing 
consultancy services.

Enhancing your career
We’re ranked 18th in the world for 
the employability of our graduates.*  
With one of the best track records for 
graduate employment in the Russell 
Group, we are committed to embedding 
employability into your teaching and 
learning experience. From offering access 
to volunteering schemes to providing 
support from our sector-leading Careers 
Service, the University provides myriad 
opportunities to develop your skills, 
knowledge and experience giving you  
the edge in a competitive job market.“ You are now in a place  

where the best courses  
upon Earth are within your 
reach … such an opportunity 
you will never again have.”
Thomas Jefferson, American Founding 
Father and President (speaking to his 
son-in-law, Thomas Mann Randolph, as he  
began his studies at Edinburgh in 1786) 

twitter.com/applyedinburgh 

facebook.com/applyedinburgh

youtube.com/edinburghuniversity
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Facilities and resources

Our community comprises 450 students 
(undergraduate and postgraduate) and 
nearly 30 full-time academic staff, including 
internationally respected scholars in a wide 
range of specialisms. We welcome students 
from around the world, from religious and 
non-religious backgrounds, taking pride in 
our status as a renowned research centre 
in a broad spectrum of subject areas.

Top-rated research
The School of Divinity has consistently 
scored exceptionally highly in research 
assessments.

The Research Excellence Framework  
(REF) 2014 ranked us first in Scotland and 
fourth in the UK for theology and religious 
studies. Overall, 78 per cent of our 
research was rated world-leading or 
internationally excellent.

On research environment, we scored  
100 per cent at either world-leading or 
internationally excellent level, a testimony 
to our extremely strong research culture 
– putting us second in the UK on this front 
in theology and religion.

Leading lights
Our School is led by some of the UK’s  
most respected and high-profile scholars  
of theology and religion.

The Principal of New College, Professor 
David Fergusson, served as Chair of the UK 
Association of University Departments of 
Theology and Religious Studies until 2008, 
and has delivered the Gifford Lectures 
(Glasgow) and Birks Lectures (McGill 
University, Montreal). He was elected  
a Fellow of the British Academy in 2013.

Theology has been taught at Edinburgh since the foundation  
of the University in 1583. Now housed in the historic New  
College building near Edinburgh Castle, the School of Divinity 
occupies a commanding city-centre site on the Mound,  
overlooking Princes Street Gardens, the Scottish National  
Gallery and the Royal Scottish Academy.

The School of Divinity has its own unique library,  
dining and socialising areas, and a strong sense of  
community between students and staff, as well  
as being part of a large, world-class university.

We take a personal interest in our  
students and offer a welcoming and 
friendly setting in which to pursue the 
exciting and demanding study of theology 
and religious studies.

New College Library has one of the largest 
theology collections in the UK, with more 
than a quarter of a million items and a large 
and rich manuscript collection, including 
the papers of Thomas Chalmers, John 
Baillie, JH Oldham and James S Stewart.

The strengths of the Library collections 
contribute greatly to the teaching and 
research of members of the School as well 
as students elsewhere in the University. 
These collections are complemented by the 
many resources available in the University 
and beyond. The total holdings in all the 
University libraries exceed 2.25 million 
volumes. In addition, the National Library 
of Scotland holds more than five million 
volumes. The New College Library boasts  
a magnificent reading hall, originally built 
as the sanctuary of the Free High Kirk.

The School provides extensive and 
well-equipped computing facilities for 
coursework and research at all levels, 
including dissertations. We provide all 
students with access to PCs, scanners  
and printers, across four labs.

Postgraduate students are provided with 
dedicated study spaces in the Ramsay Lane 
Wing and Semples Close Wing of New 
College. Both are accessible 24 hours a  
day via a secure swipe-card entry system.

The University’s Assistant Principal for 
Religion and Society is Professor Mona 
Siddiqui, one of Britain’s leading professors 
of Islamic and inter-religious studies. 
Professor Siddiqui is a regular contributor 
to BBC Radio 4’s Thought for the Day, as 
well as to the Times, the Scotsman, the 
Guardian, the Sunday Herald and the Tablet.

Professor Michael Northcott, Professor of 
Ethics, is the lead researcher on a three-year 
interdisciplinary project funded by a major 
award from the AHRC/ESRC, entitled ‘Caring 
for the Future Through Ancestral Time: 
Engaging the Cultural and Spiritual Presence 
of the Past to Promote a Sustainable Future’.

Dr Helen Bond, Director of the School’s 
Centre for the Study of Christian Origins, is  
a distinguished historian of the period of the 
New Testament writings. In addition to her 
academic publications, Dr Bond is active in 
mediating scholarship more widely through 
her work for BBC Radio 3 and 4, and has 
contributed to a number of television 
programmes for the BBC and Channel 4.

Professor Jolyon Mitchell brings together 
expertise in media, arts and religion as 
Director of the Centre for Theology and 
Public Issues. He was the only British 
member of the International Study 
Commission on Media, Religion & Culture, 
which consisted of 13 scholars from nations 
as diverse as Australia, Colombia, Ghana, 
Italy, Mexico, Thailand and the United States.

Professor Brian Stanley, a leading interpreter 
of the past century’s shifting patterns in the 
global diffusion of Christianity, is Professor 
of World Christianity and the Director of the 
Centre for the Study of World Christianity. 
He is also editor of the journal Studies in 
World Christianity. “ My experience at New College was part of what  

trained me to think. My dissertation was on ‘Augustine, 
Scripture and Power’, and I’ve been thinking about  
how people use and think about power ever since.”
David Nussbaum, School of Divinity alumnus, Chief Executive of WWF UK

WELCOME TO THE 
SCHOOL OF DIVINITY

New College’s gothic Rainy Hall  
provides a marvellous setting for dining 
and a welcoming social space for lively 
conversation and informal debate. The New 
College complex is also home to the General 
Assembly Hall of the Church of Scotland.

Collections of the University
The University’s collections are unique  
in their depth and diversity. Managed by 
the Centre for Research Collections, and 
housed in our Main Library at the heart  
of our central campus, they span more 
than 500,000 rare books, artworks from 
around the world, historically significant 
musical instrument collections, specialist 
museum collections, and manuscripts.

Highlights include the world’s oldest 
surviving Gaelic text; Adam Smith’s original 
library; Alexander Fleming’s sample of 
mould used to make penicillin; original 
quartos of Shakespeare plays, with notes  
in the margins from 16th-century actors; 
the thermometer of chemist Joseph Black; 
and original Sir Isaac Newton diagrams  
in David Gregory manuscripts of 1692.

University archivists – with a broad 
spectrum of expertise – make it their 
priority to ensure these items are accessible 
to our students, researchers and staff.

Virtual tour
A panoramic tour  
of New College:

www.ed.ac.uk/schools-
departments/divinity/ 

about/tour
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Employability and  
graduate attributes

Institute for Academic Development
All of our postgraduate students can 
benefit from the University’s Institute  
for Academic Development (IAD), which 
provides information, events and courses to 
develop the skills you will need throughout 
your studies and in the future. 

Further information is available online: 
www.ed.ac.uk/iad/postgraduates

For taught postgraduates, the IAD 
provides a growing range of tailored 
study-related and transferable skills 
workshops, plus online advice and learning 
resources. These are all designed to help 
you settle into postgraduate life, succeed 
during your studies, and move confidently 
to the next stage of your career.

The IAD also offers one of the longest-
established researcher development 
training packages in the UK. Our experts 
will help you gain the skills, knowledge 
and confidence needed to move on to  
the next stage in your career, be that  
in academia or beyond.

The Institute provides research students 
with dedicated training in topics such  
as research management; personal 
effectiveness; communication skills;  
public engagement, networking and 
teamworking; leadership; and career 
management. You can gain expertise in 
information technology and presentation 
skills; confidence in undertaking 
independent and creative research;  
the ability to critically evaluate source 
materials; and the capacity to construct 
intellectually rigorous arguments. By 
developing these broader professional 
skills and qualities, our postgraduate 
students are always in high demand.

Here at Edinburgh we believe in offering you the best possible support 
in your studies and in preparation for your future. Our local learning 
support along with the central Careers Service play a large part in this.

Careers Service
The University’s award-winning Careers 
Service aims to expand the horizons of all 
our students, empowering you to make 
successful career decisions. It works closely 
with the University’s Employability 
Consultancy to support students to take 
advantage of every opportunity to enhance 
your employability while studying.

The Service provides specialist support for 
postgraduate students to help with career 
planning and decision making. Its team of 
friendly experts can support you to explore 
different career options, identify your skills 
and what you want out of a career, think 
about effective job search strategies, and 
prepare for job applications and interviews.

The Service has a team dedicated to 
developing our already strong links  
with employers from all industries and 
employment sectors; from the world’s  
top recruiters to small enterprises based 
here in Edinburgh. The team provides a 
programme of opportunities for students 
to meet employers on campus and 
virtually, and advertises a wide range  
of part-time and graduate jobs.

More information:  
www.ed.ac.uk/careers/postgrad

Connect.ed
Edinburgh encourages its alumni to  
stay in touch with current students who 
are interested in a similar career path. 
Connect.ed is a networking system run  
by the Careers Service that provides a 
confidential opportunity for alumni to 
share their occupational knowledge and 
experience with current students, who  
can contact them for advice and guidance 
on their future career.

More information:  
www.ed.ac.uk/careers/connected

Backing bright ideas
LAUNCH.ed is the University’s award-
winning programme for student 
entrepreneurs. Each year, LAUNCH.ed 
works with hundreds of students to assess 
their ideas and develop their business skills 
and helps many start their businesses.  
We have helped Edinburgh students and 
alumni launch almost 100 new businesses 
in the last three years, ranging from 
language tuition to robotics companies.

More information:  
www.LAUNCH.ed.ac.uk

A postgraduate degree from the School  
of Divinity prepares you for a vast array  
of employment, depending on your 
subject area.

You will develop transferable skills, which 
could be applied in a wide range of careers 
such as advocacy, community development, 
counselling, crisis services, public relations, 
journalism, social work and teaching.

Taught masters programmes
www.ed.ac.uk/pg/57

Biblical Studies
MTh or MSc 1 yr FT (2 yrs PT available for UK/EU students)

Programme description
This programme is intended for students who wish to develop 
expertise in biblical studies, including those who wish to prepare 
for PhD work. The emphasis is on adding depth and breadth to 
expertise in biblical languages. Finely honed skills in biblical 
languages are central to this programme’s engagement with  
the Bible, the world that produced it and its later readers. The 
programme will provide you with expert, in-depth study of the 
Hebrew Bible and New Testaments, the wider, ancient Near East, 
and related extra-biblical literature, including the Dead Sea 
Scrolls and scholarly methods for studying them. You will be 
taught by leading academics whose research interests are the 
Hebrew Bible, Old Testament, New Testament, early Judaism  
and early Christianity. You will benefit from weekly seminars  
from senior specialists in biblical studies and related subjects,  
and the School’s Centre for the Study of Christian Origins.

Programme structure
This programme is run over one year full-time (or two years 
part-time). You will be taught mainly in small classroom/seminar 
groups. You will receive training in research methods and 
individual supervision for your 15,000-word dissertation.

COMPULSORY COURSES

The core components comprise two biblical language/reading 
courses, in Greek or Hebrew/Aramaic. There are numerous 
scenarios for language study chosen in consultation with the 
Programme Director. If you have only one year previous study  
of a biblical language you may take Intermediate Biblical Hebrew 
or Intermediate New Testament Greek.

OPTION COURSES

You may choose two courses from options including: Hebrew and 
Aramaic Texts from Qumran; Hebrew Scripture Theology; Studies 
in Ancient Judaism; Textual Criticism in Biblical Studies; The Bible, 
Literature and Hermeneutics; New Testament Exegesis; Hebrew 
Bible Exegesis. You can choose another course from the School 
of Divinity, or from another School at the discretion of the 
Programme Director, subject to availability.

Career opportunities
The programme is designed to provide a strong foundation  
for postgraduate research in biblical studies.

Minimum entry requirements
A UK 2:1 degree in theology/religion (with adequate study relevant 
to biblical studies), or its international equivalent (www.ed.ac.uk/
international/country). You are expected to have previously studied 
at least one of the two main biblical languages (Hebrew or Greek). 
Any appropriate professional experience will also be considered.

English language requirements
See page 13.

Fees and funding
www.ed.ac.uk/student-funding/postgraduate
For funding information see also page 14.

Programme Director Dr Matthew Novenson 
Email matthew.novenson@ed.ac.uk

We offer five taught masters programmes,  
most of which can be taken either as a Master  
of Theology (MTh) or a Master of Science (MSc), 
the difference being one of nomenclature only.

Our taught masters programmes are designed to deepen 
knowledge in a subject you will typically have studied at 
undergraduate level, although they can in some cases offer  
a new direction in your academic career.

Taught masters programmes take 12 months, consisting of two 
semesters of taught courses followed by an individual, supervised 
dissertation. They can also be studied part-time over two years  
by UK and EU students.

See also…
You may also be interested in postgraduate programmes 
offered by other Schools, particularly the Schools of History, 
Classics & Archaeology; Literatures, Languages & Cultures; 
Philosophy, Psychology & Language Sciences; and Social  
& Political Science. 

www.ed.ac.uk/studying/prospectus-request

“ My time at New College was valuable and 
rewarding. All the resources a PhD student 
needs to complete a top-class project are 
available: a first-rate faculty who, in spite  
of their many responsibilities, take ample  
time for the student; substantial libraries  
on site and around the city; and a warm 
community that sharpens and challenges  
you personally and academically.”
Jason Curtis, Masters and PhD in Divinity
Pastor of Sunset Presbyterian Church, Oregon, USA
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www.ed.ac.uk/pg/653

Science & Religion
MSc 1 yr FT (2 yrs PT available for UK/EU students)

Programme description
Our dedicated masters programme in science and religion  
is intended for students who wish to engage in the advanced 
interdisciplinary study of science and religion, including those  
who wish to prepare for subsequent PhD work. 

This is one of the world’s very few science and religion programmes. 
Much of the recent debate surrounding ‘new atheism’ has taken 
place within a poorly informed view of the history and philosophy 
of science and its relationship with religion. This programme aims 
to inform and engage with the debate in depth, looking at it 
from scientific, philosophical, historical, ethical and theological 
perspectives. It provides a strong grounding in these issues. 

The history of science is studied from ancient times through  
the modern scientific revolution, together with philosophical 
trends in our understanding of reality. The main areas of dialogue 
between science and religion are explored in depth, including 
cosmology, evolution, divine action and miracles, consciousness 
and the human person.

Programme structure
This programme is run over one year full-time (or two years 
part-time). You will be taught mainly in small groups in a seminar 
setting. You will be given training in research methods and will 
receive individual supervision for your 15,000-word dissertation. 

COMPULSORY COURSES

The History of Science and Religion in the Christian Tradition; 
Cosmos, Cell and Creator: Current Debates in Science and 
Religion; Approaches to Research in Divinity and Religious Studies.

OPTION COURSES

You will choose three further courses. Options include: Creation 
and Providence; Ecology, Ethics and Spirit; Philosophical Issues in 
Evolution; Man and the Natural World in Enlightenment. You may 
also choose courses from elsewhere in the University, at the 
discretion of the Programme Director and subject to availability.

Career opportunities
The programme can be taken as preparation for a research 
degree, or can form useful preparation for a career in education, 
journalism, public policy, the civil service or elsewhere.

Minimum entry requirements
A UK 2:1 degree, or its international equivalent (www.ed.ac.uk/
international/country), in theology/religion or in a natural or 
human science.

English language requirements
See page 13.

Fees and funding
www.ed.ac.uk/student-funding/postgraduate
For funding information see also page 14.

Programme Director Dr Mark Harris 
Email mark.harris@ed.ac.uk

www.ed.ac.uk/pg/611

Religious Studies
MSc 1 yr FT (2 yrs PT available for UK/EU students)

Programme description
This programme provides the opportunity to study a variety  
of religious traditions, in combination with advanced learning  
in the theory and method of the study of religion. 

Religious beliefs, behaviours and institutions are fascinating and 
powerful components in human societies. Understanding their 
motivations and structures can help the search for solutions  
to major challenges in the contemporary world.

This programme allows a deepening engagement with the 
methodological ramifications of the field, while encouraging 
in-depth study of one or more religious traditions. Our focus 
extends beyond theory and method in religious studies to specific 
local, national and international religious traditions. We study 
Jewish, Christian, Islamic and Indian traditions, as well as indigenous 
religions of Africa, North America and East Asia, and new age and 
diasporic traditions. This combination of theoretical know-how with 
studies in specific traditions equips you to compare, interpret and 
explain religion in a cross-cultural perspective. The programme 
also offers the opportunity to learn Sanskrit, Arabic or Persian 
(subject to availability) through our leading expertise in Asian 
Studies and in Islamic and Middle Eastern Studies.

Programme structure
This programme is run over one year full-time (or two years 
part-time). You will participate in seminars, tutorials and lectures. 
You will be given training in research methods and will receive 
individual supervision for your 15,000-word dissertation.

COMPULSORY COURSES

Theory and Method in the Study of Religion; Selected Themes  
in the Study of Religion; Approaches to Research in Divinity  
and Religious Studies.

OPTION COURSES

Contemporary Theories of Religion; Gender and Ethics in Islam; 
New Age Spirituality in Contemporary Culture; New Dimensions 
in Jewish Thought; New Indigenous Religious Movements; 
Religion and Nationalism; Religion and the New African Diaspora.

You can choose a further postgraduate course offered elsewhere 
in the School of Divinity, or a course or language from another 
School, at the discretion of the Programme Director and  
subject to availability.

Career opportunities
The programme is designed to give you a good basis for 
postgraduate research in religious studies, or for employment  
in a wide range of areas requiring critical analysis and empathetic 
understanding.

Minimum entry requirements
A UK 2:1 degree, or its international equivalent (www.ed.ac.uk/
international/country), in humanities or social sciences, including 
religious studies. Any appropriate experience will also be considered.

English language requirements
See page 13.

Fees and funding
www.ed.ac.uk/student-funding/postgraduate
For funding information see also page 14.

Programme Director Dr Arko Longkumer 
Email a.longkumer@ed.ac.uk
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CTPI has close connections with a wide 
range of local, national and international 
groups and organisations. Our recent focus 
areas include peace building through the 
media and arts; religion and ethics in the 
making of war and peace; the Millennium 
Development Goals and British religious 
art. The Centre is an active member of  
the Global Network for Public Theology.

CTPI has hosted numerous conferences 
and published dozens of books, articles 
and papers. Subjects worked on include 
poverty and welfare, justice and the penal 
system, peace-building and international 
security, suicide and public health, finance 
and ethics, national identity, broadcasting, 
devolution and citizenship.

Centre for the Study of Christian Origins
Established to promote research on the 
emergence of, and developments in, 
Christianity in the first three centuries of 
the Common Era, the Centre for the Study 
of Christian Origins has brought together 
researchers from the University of 
Edinburgh and beyond.

The Centre bridges the study of the New 
Testament and earliest Christianity and 
provides a means of linking interested 
scholars in several traditional disciplines, 
such as New Testament/Christian origins, 
patristics, Roman history, archaeology, 
Second-Temple Judaism and palaeography. 
The Centre organises a variety of lectures, 
seminars and conferences.

Research at the School of Divinitywww.ed.ac.uk/pg/58

World Christianity
MTh or MSc 1 yr FT (2 yrs PT available for UK/EU students) 

Programme description
This programme is designed to enable participants to understand 
a wide range of Christian belief, culture and practice throughout 
the world, in historical, theological, and sociological contexts. 

With more than 2.2 billion followers, and as one of the oldest 
religions, Christianity plays an important role in influencing a 
wide range of social, political and cultural issues. This programme 
interprets some of the key themes and trends in Christianity in 
the non-western world, and is designed to provide expert insight, 
knowledge and skills to understand the wide range of Christian 
belief, culture and practice throughout the world, particularly  
in Africa, Latin America and Asia. It is taught in a strongly 
interdisciplinary way, and employs historical, sociological, 
anthropological and theological perspectives. You will enjoy  
a unique framework to study, research and understand the 
complexity of Christian communities in the world and their  
wider significance for culture and society.

Programme structure
This programme is run over one year full-time (or two years 
part-time). You will be taught mainly in small groups in a 
classroom/seminar setting. You will receive individual supervision 
for your 15,000-word dissertation.

COMPULSORY COURSES

The compulsory courses, Selected Themes in the Study of World 
Christianity, and the world Christianity research skills course, 
attend to methods for the study of indigenous forms and 
expressions of Christianity, to issues of culture and gender and  
to changing patterns of relationship between Christianity in  
the west and other parts of the world. Approaches to Research 
in Divinity and Religious Studies develops postgraduate-level 
skills in critical thinking and writing.

OPTION COURSES

You will choose three courses, at least two of which must be 
postgraduate courses offered by the School of Divinity. Option 
courses offered by the Centre of World Christianity include: 
Christianity in Asia, 1700 to the Present; History of Christianity  
in Africa; Critical Debates in Christian Mission. You can also 
choose an undergraduate course offered by the School or,  
at the discretion of the Programme Director, a course from 
another School, subject to availability.

Career opportunities
The programme forms an excellent basis for postgraduate research 
in aspects of global Christianity, and provides transferable skills 
appropriate for a wide range of careers.

Minimum entry requirements
A UK 2:1 degree, or its international equivalent (www.ed.ac.uk/
international/country), in an appropriate field. Any professional 
experience will also be considered.

English language requirements
See page 13.

Fees and funding
www.ed.ac.uk/student-funding/postgraduate
For funding information see also page 14.

Programme Director Professor Brian Stanley 
Email brian.stanley@ed.ac.uk

The large graduate school and the 
presence of visiting academics from 
around the world help ensure a diverse 
and stimulating research environment.

All research students are assigned a primary 
and secondary supervisor. You are offered a 
training course in research methods, and are 
given conscientious supervision from your 
first weeks through to submission of your 
thesis. There are also special orientation 
events for international students.

As a postgraduate researcher you can draw 
on the outstanding library resources of 
New College, the University of Edinburgh 
and the nearby National Library of Scotland.

We offer research across: Christian ethics 
and practical theology; Hebrew and Old 
Testament studies; history of Christianity; 
New Testament and Christian origins; 
Islamic studies; religious studies; science 
and religion; systematic theology; and 
world Christianity.

Research collaborations
The School of Divinity has collaborated  
with Yale University Divinity School since 
1992, mounting the annual Yale–Edinburgh 
conference on the ‘History of the Missionary 
Movement and World Christianity’.

Dr Mark Harris’s research in science and 
religion brings together interdisciplinary 
links across the University. He collaborates 
especially with philosophers in the School 
of Philosophy, Psychology & Language 
Sciences, and with physicists and biologists 
in the College of Science & Engineering. 

Dr Hannah Holtschneider, senior lecturer 
in Jewish studies, is lead investigator in a 
three-year project entitled Jewish Lives, 
Scottish Spaces, funded by the Arts & 
Humanities Research Council. The project 
charts the immigration of Jews to Scotland 
from 1880 to 1950. The project focuses 
on the transformation of urban geography 
through migration, tracing the perception 
of Glasgow’s and Edinburgh’s Jewish 
spaces in the Jewish and Scottish cultural 
and religious imagination.

The School of Divinity is home to a thriving research community.  
All of our academic staff are engaged in individual research and 
writing projects and many are also involved in collaborative 
projects with colleagues across the globe.

The School of Divinity enjoys collaborative 
links for postgraduate research with 
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, and  
the China Graduate School of Theology  
in Hong Kong.

We regularly host major lecture series  
by distinguished international scholars. 
Professor Linda Woodhead from the 
University of Lancaster delivered the most 
recent Croall Lectures, asking ‘Is Britain 
still a Christian country?’ Professor Troels 
Engberg-Pedersen, from the University of 
Copenhagen, delivered the most recent 
Gunning Lecture on ‘Paul, Stoicism and the 
Material Spirit’.

Research centres
Our research is based across three centres, 
founded on a thriving 500-year tradition 
of creative thought.

Centre for the Study  
of World Christianity
The Centre for the Study of World 
Christianity advances high-quality 
scholarship in Christianity as a polycentric 
faith, whose adherents are now far more 
numerous in the southern hemisphere – the 
majority world – than in Europe or North 
America. This is the primary postgraduate 
focus of the Centre. We seek to make a 
distinctive contribution to scholarly 
knowledge in all areas of the study of  
World Christianity through interdisciplinary 
research, teaching and publication.

Centre for Theology and Public Issues
The Centre for Theology and Public Issues 
(CTPI) was founded in 1984 as the world’s 
first centre for research on public theology. 
CTPI promotes inspiring theological 
reflection on public life. The Centre 
provides a meeting place for theologians, 
social scientists, church leaders, 
policymakers and the broader public.

World view
Some of our PhD students 

travel overseas in their  
second year to access  
libraries or conduct  

field research.

www.ed.ac.uk/pg/61

Theology in History
MTh or MSc 1 yr FT (2 yrs PT available for UK/EU students)

Programme description
This flexible programme looks at the Christian past from a variety 
of perspectives – theological, philosophical and historical – and 
provides options for special study of themes from the early 
church to modern times. 

This programme will enable you to understand and reflect 
critically upon the historical contexts in which Christian thought 
has developed. Our approach is interdisciplinary: instructors 
include historians, philosophers of religion and systematic 
theologians. Our work is enriched by the School’s guest lectures 
and regular research seminars in theology and ethics, and the 
history of Christianity.

Programme structure
This programme is run over one year full-time (or two years 
part-time). From September to April you follow courses and  
are given training in research methods. From April onwards  
you will work on your 15,000-word dissertation. All students  
have one-to-one dissertation supervision.

COMPULSORY COURSES

The compulsory courses Creeds, Councils and Controversies I  
and II focus on the most authoritative ecclesiastical constructions 
of Christian thought, from the beginnings to the present day, 
and explore the debates and challenges that have shaped belief 
and practice. Students also take Approaches to Research, which 
offers a practical approach to improving postgraduate-level 
skills of critical thinking and writing.

OPTION COURSES

We offer a wide range of special options in early Christianity, 
late medieval religion, the Reformation and puritan studies, 
Scottish theology, German philosophy from Kant to Hegel, 
modern religious history, and the theology of figures such  
as Friedrich Schleiermacher and Karl Barth. You may choose  
at least two of three options from our theology in history 
offerings, but are also able to take a course from elsewhere 
within either the School or the College of Humanities & Social 
Science. You may opt to take a year-long course in an ancient  
or modern language relevant to your dissertation.

Career opportunities
The programme can be taken as an end in itself or as preparation 
for a research degree and provides transferable skills which can 
be applied in a wide range of careers.

Minimum entry requirements
A UK 2:1 degree, or its international equivalent (www.ed.ac.uk/
international/country), in theology or history.

English language requirements
See page 13.

Fees and funding
www.ed.ac.uk/student-funding/postgraduate
For funding information see also page 14.

Programme Director Professor Stewart J Brown 
Email s.j.brown@ed.ac.uk
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Research opportunities

We offer two types of research-based masters  
degree, as well as PhD programmes.

Masters by Research
These one-year masters degrees by research are designed for 
students with an academic training in divinity or religious studies 
(or other relevant subject) who wish to focus on a particular topic. 
The programme may be taken as either a Master of Theology by 
Research or a Master of Science by Research. The difference is 
one of nomenclature only. Both involve research training and 
orientation courses, after which you may either research and 
submit a dissertation of about 30,000 words, which comprises 
the remaining assessment for the degree, or write three 
supervised research essays to provide appropriate background 
and preparatory study for the topic of your research, and then 
submit a dissertation of about 15,000 words.

Master of Philosophy (MPhil)
The MPhil requires a minimum of two years’ full-time study.  
You will be provided with two supervisors. During the first year  
you will explore your chosen area of research and refine your 
proposal. After nine to 12 months a draft of a chapter or a 
part-chapter will be submitted for discussion at a Review Board, 
together with a developed proposal for the whole thesis (of no 
more than 50,000 words). On the basis of progress-to-date,  
and the prospects for the research, the Review Board will 
make a recommendation on the continuation of studies.

Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)
Research towards a PhD requires a minimum of three years’ 
full-time work under the guidance of two supervisors. For PhD 
study we look for a proven ability to sustain independent research 
under supervision, normally in the form of a masters degree 
involving a dissertation. Since in the British model of doctoral 
studies there is little formal coursework, and the time available  
is limited to four years, we look for a substantial degree of 
preparation in any necessary adjunct skills, including languages. 
Competence in academic writing in English is also essential.

Progress during the first year is assessed by an end-of-year  
Review Board at which a full, formal research proposal must be 
presented, along with a sample of work. The Board will make a 
recommendation based on its reading of your submission and  
an interview. You then proceed with your research, culminating 
in your 100,000-word thesis.

www.ed.ac.uk/pg/62

Christian Ethics &  
Practical Theology
PhD 3 yrs FT (6 yrs PT available for UK/EU students) 
MPhil 2 yrs FT (4 yrs PT available for UK/EU students) 
MSc by Research 1 yr FT (2 yrs PT available for UK/EU students) 
MTh by Research 1 yr FT (2 yrs PT available for UK/EU students)

Research profile
The research interests of staff members include theological  
ethics, social and political ethics, chaplaincy and pastoral studies, 
homiletics, the ethics of communication (with special reference  
to the media) and environmental ethics. Both staff and student 
bodies are ecumenical in composition. There is a research seminar 
for staff and students to which visiting speakers are invited. Taught 
courses, at an advanced level, which contribute to your interest 
and research needs, may be undertaken where available.

English language requirements
See page 13.

Fees and funding
www.ed.ac.uk/student-funding/postgraduate
For funding information see also page 14.

Contact Professor Michael Northcott 
Email m.northcott@ed.ac.uk

www.ed.ac.uk/pg/63

History of Christianity

PhD 3 yrs FT (6 yrs PT available for UK/EU students) 
MPhil 2 yrs FT (4 yrs PT available for UK/EU students) 
MSc by Research 1 yr FT (2 yrs PT available for UK/EU students) 
MTh by Research 1 yr FT (2 yrs PT available for UK/EU students)

Research profile
Within the History of Christianity subject area there is particular 
research strength in patristics and early Christian history;  
the Reformation in Britain and on the continent; puritanism;  
the history of British and European Christianity from the 18th 
century; and the history of Christian missions, especially in Africa, 
from the 18th century. There is a research seminar for staff and 
students to which visiting speakers are invited. Informal reading 
groups and Latin language classes are also offered.

English language requirements
See page 13.

Fees and funding
www.ed.ac.uk/student-funding/postgraduate
For funding information see also page 14.

Contact Professor Stewart Brown 
Email s.j.brown@ed.ac.uk

www.ed.ac.uk/pg/64

Hebrew & Old  
Testament Studies
PhD 3 yrs FT (6 yrs PT available for UK/EU students) 
MPhil 2 yrs FT (4 yrs PT available for UK/EU students) 
MSc by Research 1 yr FT (2 yrs PT available for UK/EU students) 
MTh by Research 1 yr FT (2 yrs PT available for UK/EU students)

Research profile
We can support most areas of research related to the Hebrew Bible. 
Current staff are research-active in areas such as pentateuchal and 
historical studies, poetry and prophecy, biblical theology and 
ethics, Hebrew language, Septuagint and targumic studies, and 
the Dead Sea Scrolls in their Hellenistic context. There is a research 
seminar for staff and students to which visiting speakers are invited. 
Taught courses, at an advanced level, which contribute to your 
interest and research needs, may be undertaken where available.

English language requirements
See page 13.

Fees and funding
www.ed.ac.uk/student-funding/postgraduate
For funding information see also page 14.

Contact Professor Timothy Lim 
Email limt@ed.ac.uk

www.ed.ac.uk/pg/65

New Testament Language, 
Literature & Theology
PhD 3 yrs FT (6 yrs PT available for UK/EU students) 
MPhil 2 yrs FT (4 yrs PT available for UK/EU students) 
MSc by Research 1 yr FT (2 yrs PT available for UK/EU students) 
MTh by Research 1 yr FT (2 yrs PT available for UK/EU students)

Research profile
Recent staff publications have focused on the gospels; Paul; the 
apocalypse; the apocryphal gospels and early second-century 
texts and developments; textual criticism; New Testament ethics; 
Qumran; the historical, religious and literary environment of the 
New Testament; and New Testament Christology. Postgraduate 
research is welcomed in a variety of areas, including exegesis, 
historical-critical issues, textual and literary criticism, the relation 
between early Christianity and its religious and historical setting, 
history of interpretation, and hermeneutical questions. There is a 
research seminar for staff and students to which visiting speakers 
are invited. Taught courses, at an advanced level, which 
contribute to your interest and research needs, may be 
undertaken where available.

English language requirements
See page 13.

Fees and funding
www.ed.ac.uk/student-funding/postgraduate
For funding information see also page 14.

Contact Dr Helen Bond 
Email h.bond@ed.ac.uk

Point of Contact
Our Point of Contact  

peer-support system links 
incoming and current  

PhD students.

Ethics and theology  
of climate change
Should there be a division between nature and culture, 
science and ethics? This question and others that probe  
the moral implications of climate justice form the basis of  
A Moral Climate: The Ethics of Global Warming. Written by 
the University of Edinburgh’s Michael Northcott, Professor 
in Ethics at the School of Divinity, the book highlights  
the moral responsibility of faith communities to adopt 
exemplary actions that mitigate the impact of human 
behaviours on the earth’s climate. 

Project background
Professor Northcott’s groundbreaking research addresses 
the moral implications of climate science: that those who 
suffer most from growing weather extremes in the less 
industrialised nations have the least responsibility for their 
causation, while those who have most benefited from the 
wealth generated by fossil fuels suffer the least. He argues 
that the industrialised nations have both the greatest 
capacity and the greatest duty to mitigate the atmospheric 
footprint of human development.

Project results
Favourable responses to his arguments within the book led 
to more than 100 public-speaking invitations to Professor 
Northcott, on the ethics of climate change, from across  
the world. His research has mobilised faith communities as 
sponsors of low-carbon living, renewable energy, local food 
and other climate change mitigation practices. Professor 
Northcott’s work has reached lay religious as well as scholarly 
audiences in Australasia, Europe, North America and south-
east Asia. A Benedictine Monastery in the south of England 
uses it for readings at mealtimes and UK churches associated 
with the ‘Eco-Congregations’ movement have adopted the 
book for home-group study. It has also been taken up as a 
classroom text in the study of ecology and religion in higher 
education institutions across the USA and UK. 

Case study: 
Edinburgh’s research with impact

Professor Northcott’s work has reached 
lay religious as well as scholarly audiences  
in Australasia, Europe, North America  
and south-east Asia.

See more online: www.ed.ac.uk/research/impact
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www.ed.ac.uk/pg/66

Religious Studies

PhD 3 yrs FT (6 yrs PT available for UK/EU students) 
MPhil 2 yrs FT (4 yrs PT available for UK/EU students) 
MSc by Research 1 yr FT (2 yrs PT available for UK/EU students) 
MTh by Research 1 yr FT (2 yrs PT available for UK/EU students)

Research profile
The interests of staff in religious studies include Islam, contemporary 
Judaism, indigenous religions (Africa and the Arctic), south Asian 
and south-east Asian traditions, and new age religions. The 
methodologies supported include phenomenology, anthropology 
and cultural studies. There is a regular religious studies research 
seminar, for both students and staff, to which postgraduates 
regularly contribute work-in-progress papers, and at which research 
students, staff, and visiting academics present special lectures.

English language requirements
See page 13.

Fees and funding
www.ed.ac.uk/student-funding/postgraduate
For funding information see also page 14.

Contact Dr Steven Sutcliffe 
Email s.sutcliffe@ed.ac.uk

www.ed.ac.uk/pg/68

World Christianity

PhD 3 yrs FT (6 yrs PT available for UK/EU students) 
MPhil 2 yrs FT (4 yrs PT available for UK/EU students) 
MSc by Research 1 yr FT (2 yrs PT available for UK/EU students) 
MTh by Research 1 yr FT (2 yrs PT available for UK/EU students)

Research profile
Staff associated with the Centre for World Christianity cover  
a number of different academic disciplines, including theology, 
history, mission studies, religious studies and anthropology.  
They also have geographical expertise in Africa, Asia and Latin 
America, allowing for a wide range of research possibilities.  
The Centre provides a weekly seminar programme for PhD 
students in World Christianity.

English language requirements
See page 13.

Fees and funding
www.ed.ac.uk/student-funding/postgraduate
For funding information see also page 14.

Contact Professor Brian Stanley 
Email brian.stanley@ed.ac.uk

www.ed.ac.uk/pg/67

Systematic Theology

PhD 3 yrs FT (6 yrs PT available for UK/EU students) 
MPhil 2 yrs FT (4 yrs PT available for UK/EU students) 
MSc by Research 1 yr FT (2 yrs PT available for UK/EU students) 
MTh by Research 1 yr FT (2 yrs PT available for UK/EU students)

Research profile
Research students currently work in most areas of systematic 
theology from the patristic era to the medieval era; from the 
Reformation to modern times; and in philosophical theology, from 
the early modern period to recent continental thought; and in such 
specialised topics as modern Christology; theology and science;  
and theological ethics, all of which represent prominent research 
interests of current members of staff. Sessions on research 
methods are offered to all students. Within systematic theology, 
there is a research seminar for staff and students to which visiting 
speakers are invited. Informal reading groups and language 
classes in theological German are also offered.

English language requirements
See page 13.

Fees and funding
www.ed.ac.uk/student-funding/postgraduate
For funding information see also page 14.

Contact Professor David Fergusson 
Email david.fergusson@ed.ac.uk

How to apply

We have an online application process for all postgraduate programmes. It’s a straightforward system 
with full instructions, including details of any supporting documentation you need to submit.

When applying, you will set up an account, 
which lets you save your application and 
continue at another time.

Full guidance on our application system is 
available at: www.ed.ac.uk/postgraduate/
applying

General requirements
Our usual entrance requirement for 
postgraduate study is a UK 2:1 degree, or its 
international equivalent (see www.ed.ac.uk/
international/country), in a subject related 
to your chosen programme. School of 
Divinity PhD applicants typically require  
a specialist postgraduate degree beyond 
their first degree.

You will also need to meet the University’s 
language requirements (see right).

Entry requirements for individual 
programmes can vary, so check the  
details for the specific programme  
you wish to apply for.

References
For applications to taught programmes, 
the normal requirement is one reference, 
although an additional reference may  
be requested in individual cases. For 
applications to research programmes, two 
references are required. You should check 
the entry online for exact requirements  
for your intended programme of study.  
For general guidance on references, visit: 
www.ed.ac.uk/postgraduate/references

Taught programmes
Deadlines
Some programmes have application 
deadlines. Please check the programme 
entry online for details. For all other 
programmes, you are encouraged to  
apply no later than one month prior to 
entry to ensure there is sufficient time to 
process your application. However, earlier 
application is recommended, particularly 
where there is a high demand for places  
or when a visa will be required. Should you 
wish to submit a late application, please 
contact us for guidance. However, if you 
wish to be considered for a financial award 
for admission in September, you should 
complete your application by the end  
of March as funds are normally awarded  
by the end of April. School of Divinity  
funding applications are made at the  

same time as your academic application, 
while other financial awards require a 
separate application.

Procedure
• Thoroughly explore this prospectus and 

our website to identify your preferred 
programme of study. You are welcome 
to contact the School to discuss your 
choice. See Get in touch, page 17.

• Check you meet all entry requirements. 
Check whether a separate application is 
needed for funding. Check any deadlines.

• Visit www.ed.ac.uk/pg/degrees, 
navigate to your chosen programme, 
and click on Apply. Follow the 
instructions within the  
online application system.

Research programmes
Deadlines
Applications are considered the  
whole year round, but the deadline for 
consideration for our financial awards  
is the end of January. Further rounds of 
funding allocation for certain awards may 
take place throughout the spring. You 
should continue to register your interest  
in an award if you wish to be considered.

Procedure
• Thoroughly explore this prospectus and 

our website to identify the research area 
that matches your interests.

• Check you meet all entry requirements. 
Check whether a separate application is 
needed for funding. Check any deadlines.

• We strongly encourage you to contact  
a potential supervisor to discuss your 
research interests before making your 
formal application, and you will often be 
asked to submit a draft research proposal. 
Information on staff and their research 
interests is available at: www.ed.ac.uk/
schools-departments/divinity/staff

• Visit www.ed.ac.uk/pg/degrees, navigate 
to your chosen programme, and click on 
Apply. Follow the instructions within the 
online application system.

Joining us from overseas
International applicants are advised to 
check the University’s website to find  
out more about their visa options and our 
Integrated English for Academic Purposes 
(IEAP) programme. For more information, 
visit: www.ed.ac.uk/international/ieap

See also…
You may also be interested in research areas offered by other 
Schools, particularly the Schools of History, Classics & Archeology; 
Literatures, Languages & Cultures; Philosophy, Psychology  
& Language Sciences; and Social & Political Science. 

www.ed.ac.uk/studying/prospectus-request

International agents
The University has certified representative 
agents in the following locations: Brunei, 
Canada, China, Gulf Region, Hong Kong, 
India, Japan, Jordan, Korea, Malaysia, 
Mexico, Nigeria, Norway, Russia, Saudi 
Arabia, Singapore, South Africa, South 
Korea, Taiwan, Thailand, Turkey, Zambia  
and Zimbabwe. International applicants can 
use an agent to help guide them through 
the application process if necessary. For 
more information, visit: www.ed.ac.uk/
international/country

English language requirements
Students whose first language is not 
English must show evidence of one  
of the qualifications below.

• IELTS: total 7.0 (at least 6.0 in each 
module).

• TOEFL-iBT: total 100 (at least 20 in 
each module).

• PTE(A): total 67 (at least 56 in each  
of the Communicative Skills sections).

• CAE and CPE: total 185 (at least 169 
in each module).

Please note:

• English language requirements  
can be affected by government 
policy so please ensure you visit our 
degree finder to check the latest 
requirements for your programme: 
www.ed.ac.uk/pg/degrees

• Your English language certificate 
must be no more than two years old 
at the beginning of your programme.

• We also accept recent degree-level 
study that was taught and assessed in 
English in a majority English speaking 
country (as defined by UK Visas & 
Immigration).

Abbreviations: IELTS – International 
English Language Testing System;  
TOEFL-iBT − Test of English as a Foreign 
Language Internet-Based Test; PTE(A) – 
Pearson Test of English (Academic); CPE 
− Certificate of Proficiency in English; 
CAE − Certificate in Advanced English. 

www.ed.ac.uk/english-requirements/pg
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Funding

Awards are offered by the School of 
Divinity, the College of Humanities & 
Social Science, the University of Edinburgh, 
the Scottish, UK and international 
governments and many funding bodies.

Here we list a selection of potential sources 
of financial support for postgraduate 
students applying to the School of Divinity. 
Others are listed online (see above) in  
the School’s annual funding guide.

Tuition fee discounts
We offer a 10 per cent discount on 
postgraduate fees for all alumni who have 
graduated with an undergraduate degree 
from the University. We also offer a 10 per 
cent discount for international graduates 
who spent at least one semester at the 
University of Edinburgh as a visiting 
undergraduate: www.ed.ac.uk/student-
funding/discounts

Key
 Taught masters programmes 
 Masters by Research programmes 
 Research programmes

Loans available for study at  
the University of Edinburgh
The University of Edinburgh is a 
participating institution in the following 
loans programmes, meaning we certify 
your student status and can help with  
the application process.

• The Canada Student Loans  
Program    
The University is eligible to certify 
Canadian student loan applications: 
www.ed.ac.uk/student-funding/
canadian-loans

• The Student Awards Agency  
Scotland   
The Student Awards Agency Scotland 
offers eligible students postgraduate 
tuition fee loans for eligible programmes: 
www.ed.ac.uk/student-funding/pg-loan

• US Student Loans    
The University is eligible to certify loan 
applications for US loan students. Full 
details on eligibility and how to apply 
can be found online: www.ed.ac.uk/
student-funding/us-loans

Research council awards
Research councils offer awards to masters, 
MPhil and PhD students in most of the 
Schools within the University of Edinburgh. 
All studentship applications from the 
research councils must be made through 
the University, through your School or 
College office. Awards can be made for 
both taught and research programmes.

Normally only those UK/EU students  
who have been resident in the UK for the 
preceding three years are eligible for a full 
award. For some awards, candidates who 
are EU nationals and are resident in the  
UK may be eligible for a fees-only award. 
www.ed.ac.uk/student-funding/ 
research-councils

University of Edinburgh scholarships
The University offers a number of 
scholarships in partnership with the 
following overseas government agencies:

• Chile    
National Commission for Scientific and 
Technological Research (CONICYT): 
www.conicyt.cl

• Colombia  
Administrative Department of Science, 
Technology and Innovation (Colciencias): 
www.colciencias.gov.co

• Ecuador    
Secretaria Nacional de Educacion 
Superior, Ciencia y Tecnologia (SENESCYT): 
www.educacionsuperior.gob.ec

• Iraq  
Ministry of Higher Education and 
Scientific Research: 
www.en.mohesr.gov.iq/

• Mexico 
National Council of Science and 
Technology of the United Mexican 
States (CONACYT):    
www.conacyt.mx

  Banco de Mexico and the Banco de 
Mexico’s FIDERH trust (FIDERH):   
www.fiderh.org.mx

  Fundacion Mexicana para la Educacion, 
la Tecnologia y la Ciencia (FUNED):   
www.funedmx.org

Other scholarship opportunities include:

• China Scholarships Council/University 
of Edinburgh Scholarships (China)  
A number of scholarships for PhD study 
to candidates who are citizens and 
residents of China: www.ed.ac.uk/
student-funding/china-council

• College of Humanities & Social Science 
Studentships and Scholarships  
Studentships and scholarships are open 
to those admitted to the first year of PhD 
research: www.ed.ac.uk/student-
funding/research-hss

• The Desmond Tutu Masters 
Scholarship (Africa)   
One scholarship will be awarded to a 
student from Africa on a full-time masters 
programme in the School of Divinity: 
www.ed.ac.uk/student-funding/tutu

• Edinburgh Global Masters 
Scholarships   
A number of scholarships are available to 
international students for masters study: 
www.ed.ac.uk/student-funding/masters

• Edinburgh Global Research 
Scholarships  
These scholarships are designed to 
attract high-quality international 
research students to the University: 
www.ed.ac.uk/student-funding/
global-research

• Eric Liddell China Saltire  
Scholarships (China)   
Ten scholarships are available to Chinese 
citizens who are permanent residents of 
mainland China who are accepted on a 
full-time masters degree programme: 
www.ed.ac.uk/student-funding/liddell

• Julius Nyerere Masters  
Scholarship (Tanzania)   
One scholarship is available to citizens  
of Tanzania who are normally resident  
in Tanzania who are accepted on a 
full-time masters degree programme: 
www.ed.ac.uk/student-funding/nyerere

•  The Reverend Dr Norma P Robertson 
Scholarships    
At least one award available for 
postgraduate study in Christian History, 
Bible and Theology: www.ed.ac.uk/
student-funding/robertson

•  School of Divinity Postgraduate 
Scholarships    
Competition is open to all applicants  
on the basis of academic merit. All 
applicants must have been accepted for 
study towards a postgraduate degree: 
www.ed.ac.uk/student-funding/
postgraduate/international/humanities/
divinity/school-scholarships

• Southern African Scholarship    
One award for masters study available to 
students from selected southern African 
countries: www.ed.ac.uk/student-
funding/postgraduate/southern-africa

• TF Torrance Scholarships   
Scholarships are available to students 
accepted on a full-time one-year  
MTh degree in the School of Divinity. 
Applicants should be citizens or a resident 
of the ‘Global South’: www.ed.ac.uk/
student-funding/torrance

•  UK/EU Masters Scholarships   
A number of scholarships for UK and EU 
students who have been accepted on  
a full-time masters degree programme: 
www.ed.ac.uk/student-funding/
uk-masters

•  University of Edinburgh PhD 
Scholarships  
A number of scholarships, open to UK, 
EU and international PhD students: 
www.ed.ac.uk/student-funding/
development

Other sources of funding
The following are examples of the many 
scholarships and support schemes available 
to students from particular countries who 
meet certain eligibility criteria.

• Beit Trust    
Beit Trust Scholarships support 
postgraduate students from Malawi, 
Zambia and Zimbabwe, usually to 
undertake a masters degree:  
www.beittrust.org.uk

• Chevening Scholarships   
A number of partial and full funding 
scholarships are available to one-year 
masters students: www.chevening.org

• Commonwealth Scholarships    
Scholarships available to students who are 
resident in any Commonwealth country, 
other than the UK: www.dfid.gov.uk/cscuk

• Fulbright Scholarships (USA)    
Scholarships open to US graduate 
students in any subject wishing to  
study in the UK: www.iie.org/fulbright

• Marshall Scholarships (USA)    
Scholarships available to outstanding  
US students wishing to study at any  
UK university for at least two years: 
www.marshallscholarship.org

• Scotland’s Saltire Scholarships   
A number of scholarships open to students 
who are citizens permanently and 
ordinarily resident in Canada, China, India 
and the USA for one year of masters study: 
www.ed.ac.uk/student-funding/saltire

• Silber Bequest    
Funding is available to help prospective 
postgraduate students living in the UK 
who have been granted refugee status: 
www.ed.ac.uk/student-funding/silber

A large number of scholarships, loans and other funding schemes are available  
for your postgraduate studies. It is only possible to show a small selection in print.  
To see the full range, please visit: www.ed.ac.uk/student-funding/postgraduate.

“ The scholarships have provided me with a wonderful 
opportunity to study at a premier institution. I wish 
to work in academia in the future and so my PhD 
will provide me with the necessary training and 
qualification to allow me to meet my goals.”
Shruti Chaudhry, PhD Sociology, Edinburgh Global Research Scholarship  
and College of Humanities & Social Science Research Studentship



www.ed.ac.uk/divinity

Campus map

A702 SOUTH

We are  
here!

The School  
of Divinity  

(New College)

The School of Divinity’s home, New College, has an  
unrivalled location at the top of the Mound, overlooking  
one of the most scenic cities in the world. We are a few  
minutes’ walk from the University’s Central Area campus,  
and close to all city centre amenities.

University building

Detailed maps  
can be found at:

www.ed.ac.uk/maps
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Get in touch

Contact us
For more information about 
postgraduate studies at the School  
of Divinity please get in touch.

School of Divinity 
New College 
Mound Place 
Edinburgh, UK 
EH1 2LX 
Tel +44 (0)131 650 8952
Email divinity.pg@ed.ac.uk
www.ed.ac.uk/divinity

To make contact with a potential PhD 
supervisor please see our staff profiles and 
contact information at: www.ed.ac.uk/
schools-departments/divinity/staff-profiles

Visit us
Any potential applicant who would like  
to visit the School of Divinity is warmly 
welcomed. To arrange a visit, contact  
the School’s Postgraduate Office:  
divinity.pg@ed.ac.uk

Many of our applicants are from overseas, 
which can make visiting difficult, but our 
academic staff welcome contact and 
often hold video conversations with 
potential students.

The University’s Postgraduate Open Day  
is your opportunity to come and meet 
current staff and students. Our next 
campus-based Open Day takes place  
on Wednesday 18 November 2015. For 
more information, visit: www.ed.ac.uk/
postgraduate-open-day

The University also runs online information 
sessions for prospective postgraduate 
students throughout the year. For more 
information, visit: www.ed.ac.uk/
postgraduate/online-events
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We have made every effort to ensure the accuracy of the information  
in this prospectus before going to print. However please check online  
for the most up-to-date information: www.ed.ac.uk

The University’s standard terms and conditions will form an essential  
part of any contract between the University of Edinburgh and any student  
offered a place here. Our full terms and conditions are available online:  
www.ed.ac.uk/student-recruitment/terms-conditions 
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