
MSc Geographical Information Science (GIS) 
The first programme of its type in the world, established in 1985 

“There is no better GIS programme in the world”

Professor Bob Barr, OBE - Chairman of Manchester Geomatics

“The GIS programme at Edinburgh has consistently developed high-calibre 
graduates, with strong analytical capabilities and an excellent grounding 
in technology, providing an exceptional foundation for a career in digital.”

John Alderson - Chairman of Informed Solutions, a leading digital transformation 
and GIS consultancy.

The School of GeoSciences at the University of Edinburgh was rated in the most recent 
Research Excellence Framework (REF 2014) as having the greatest concentration of ‘world-
leading’ and ‘internationally excellent’ researchers in the field of GeoSciences in the UK.



Providing powerful solutions to real-world problems with one 
of the world’s most important technologies

Studying MSc Geographical Information Science (GIS) (2016 entry)

This world-class programme, the first of its kind, has been designed to provide a unique educational opportunity in 
Geographical Information Science (GIS). It offers expert understanding of the latest developments in GIS, mixing 
practical training, theoretical knowledge and an ability to apply learned skills in any software environment. Our 
unique modular structure enables you to tailor the programme around your individual interests and career goals. 
Demand for skilled GIS expertise continues to grow, and our programme is held in high regard by employers. 
This reputation ensures that our graduates receive favourable consideration when they begin looking for work.

Cover images: © iStock 
All information correct at time of going to print. No part of this publication may be reproduced without written permission of the University.
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Careers 
Our graduates work throughout the world in both 
public and private sector organisations, and in the 
past have pursued careers with Microsoft, Google, 
General Electric Aerospace, the World Bank, British 
Antarctic Survey, the World Conservation Monitoring 
Centre, Unisys, British Airways, the Forestry 
Commission, DEFRA, IBM, ESRI, Intergraph, Mapinfo 
and Registers of  Scotland.
The programme is accredited by the Royal Institution 
of Chartered Surveyors.
Entry Requirements
A UK 2:1 degree, or its international equivalent. Other 
qualifications may also be accepted in combination 
with relevant industry experience: For international 
equivalents, please see http://www.ed.ac.uk/
studying/international/postgraduate-entry
Programme Delivery and Duration 
The programme is delivered on-campus 
Full-time 12 months or Part-time 24 or 36 months  
2016/17 Tuition Fees
Home/EU - £10,200 Overseas/International - £22,500
Please note fees typically increase around 5% each 
year. 

Scholarships
Students applying for GIS may be eligible to apply 
for funding including Scottish Funding Council Full 
Fee Scholarships. More information can be found 
online: http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/
geosciences/postgraduate/masters-programme
English Language Requirements
IELTS 7.0 (with no score lower than 6.0 in each 
section)TOEFL-iBT: Total 100 (with no score 
lower than 20 in each section). A degree from an 
English speaking university may be accepted in 
some circumstances. More information about other 
qualifications we accept is online: www.ed.ac.uk/
studying/international/english
How to Apply
Please apply for this programme online: http://www.
ed.ac.uk/pg/74
Contact us 
Programme Secretary: Edwin Cruden
Programme Director: Dr Neil Stuart
E:  gisadmin@geos.ed.ac.uk T: +44 (0)131 650 2543
Website: http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-
departments/geosciences/postgraduate/masters-
programme/taught-masters/geographical-
information-science

This Programme is tailored to prepare you for 
employment with courses that reflect the needs of 
industry and provide you with a marketable edge.
Compulsory courses
• Introduction To Spatial Analysis
• Spatial Modelling
• Research Practice and Project Planning
• Distributed GIS
• GeoVisualisation
• Dissertation 
Through consultation with your Programme Director 
you will also choose from a range of option courses. 
Suggested option courses may include
• Advanced Spatial Database Methods  
• Atmospheric Quality and Global Change  
• Business Geographics  
• Data Integration and Exchange  
• Data Mining and Exploration  
• Ecosystem Services 1: Ecosystem Dynamics and 

Functions   
Ecosystem Services 2: Ecosystem Values and 
Management  

• Environmental Impact Assessment  

• Forests and Environment  
• Fundamentals for Remote Sensing  
• Further Spatial Analysis  
• Hyperspectral Remote Sensing  
• ICT for Development  
• Integrated Resource Planning  
• Introduction to Environmental Modelling  
• Introduction to Radar Remote Sensing  
• Introduction to 3D Climate Modelling  
• Land Use/Environmental Interactions  
• Management of Sustainable Development  
• Marine Systems and Policies  
• Object Orientated Software Engineering: Spatial 

Algorithms  
• Object Oriented Software Engineering Principles  
• Participation in Policy and Planning  
• Principles of Environmental Sustainability  
• Principles of Geographical Information Science 
• Principles of GIS for Archaeologists  
• Technologies for Sustainable Energy  
• Water Resource Management 

http://www.ed.ac.uk/pg/74
http://www.ed.ac.uk/pg/74

