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General
This document provides Examination Boards with guidance on Honours Degree Classification. Whilst Boards of Examiners should normally use this guidance to determine classifications, Boards may in very exceptional cases exercise discretion to make an academic interpretation of the marks presented, but only in cases where this would be to the student’s advantage. Such a decision must be backed up with evidence, and be fair to other students. Such a decision, and the reason for it, should be fully and carefully recorded in the minute of the Examination Board meeting.  
Degree Classification is based on courses amounting to up to 240 credits at SCQF levels 9 and 10 taken in the final two years of study for a four-year Honours degree.

For the MA with Honours in Fine Art, University courses at SCQF levels 9 and 10 taken in the last three years of the five-year Honours programme are weighted equally with studio work completed at Edinburgh College of Art and presented in the final year Degree Show.  Students are referred to more detailed information provided by the History of Art subject area.

Professional placements in certain Initial Teacher Education programmes in the School of Education are not graded (students are awarded either Pass or Fail).  Credits for placement have a zero weighting in degree classification.  Students are referred to more detailed information provided by the Moray House School of Education.

“Course” as used in these rules is as defined in the University’s Degree Regulations and Programmes of Study as:  “A course is a unit of teaching and learning formally offered within the University, which carries credit expressed in credit points […] and which may contribute to a University award”.  A course may therefore be a dissertation or project, or may refer to a general or synoptic examination.  The weight of each course in classification is proportional to its credit points except in the case of certain modern language courses, where credits are aggregated with those obtained for study abroad.  Modern Language students are referred to more detailed information provided by the relevant subject areas in the School of Literatures, Languages and Cultures.
Eligibility for award of Honours Degrees

To be eligible for an Honours award, students must meet the conditions of University Assessment Regulation 47:

The Board of Examiners has the responsibility to decide which students can be awarded a classified honours degree. To graduate students must: 


(a) pass at least 80 credits at SCQF level 10 or above in their final honours year; and 


(b) have an overall average of 40% or more for the 120 credits of final honours; and 


(c) must satisfy any other specific requirements for the degree programme. 


When all the marks for the taught components of the final year of the programme (120 credits) are available, if the student has achieved PASS marks (40%) in at least 80 credits and has an overall average of 40% or more over the full 120 credits, then they will be awarded credits on aggregate for the failed courses. 

Rules for Classification

A.  Classification is governed by University Assessment Regulation 48, as follows:
The Board of Examiners for assessment of students in their final year is responsible for deriving the classification for award of an honours degree.  Degree classification is derived by calculating the mean of marks of the individual courses, weighted by the number of credit points of each course.  Exceptions are outlined in the guidance to this regulation.

48.1
The assessment weighting of a course within a year is proportional to its credit value.

48.2
For degrees with two honours years, including degree programmes with an obligatory period of residence/study abroad, the classification is based on performance in both honours years, which are equally weighted except for:

(a)
modern language degree programmes with a prescribed period of residence abroad where credit points for language acquisition through residence are aggregated with those associated with the language learning in the final year and where the classification is based on two honours years in line with this aggregation;

 

(b)
degree programmes where students can opt to spend a period of residence/study abroad, credits will be allocated for the study abroad but these are weighted zero in the final classification;

 

(c)
the MA in International Business and the MA with Honours in American Studies, where the classification for these students is based solely on the final honours year; 
48.3
Integrated Masters degrees have three honours years and their classification is based on all these years, in which the three years are weighted respectively 20:40:40 (in percentage terms), with the exception of the MChem and MChemPhys degrees “with Industrial Experience” and “with a Year in Europe”, which are weighted 20:20:60.
48.4
Intercalated honours degrees have a one-year honours component and their classification is based solely on the honours year.  Degree classification is derived by calculating the mean of marks of the individual courses, weighted by the number of credit points of each course. 

48.5
Honours degree programmes in ECA using the Grade Assessment Scheme apply an algorithm to establish the classification of award based solely on the final honours year.  The algorithm is based upon the level of grades attained for each learning outcome within each course, weighted by the volume of credit for each course.
Rule 1:  The use of the mean of marks of the individual courses to determine degree classification will require all staff to use the full range of marks available to them when marking students’ scripts.  
Rule 2: One mark for each course, and its weight in credit points, should be presented to the Board of Examiners.  
The mark for each course should be rounded according to the instructions in Assessment Regulation 55.1, as follows:

[…]When marks for courses are finalised, before they are returned to the Academic Registry and released to students, they must be rounded to an integer, i.e. with no decimal places. Any mark which is xx.50 or above is rounded up and any number which is xx.49 or below is rounded down, e.g. 59.50% is rounded to 60%, 59.49% is rounded to 59%. Individual course marks must be rounded before return to Academic Registry and the rounded marks must be used in calculating the overall mean mark. The overall mean mark is to be used in honours classification. The overall mean mark is not rounded. 


Rule 3:  Calculate the mean of all marks, duly weighted according to the credit value of the courses concerned.  Except when the mean of all marks is borderline, award the class that corresponds to the mean mark as indicated in Assessment Regulation 29 and the CMS1 Common Marking Scheme.  

· Where marks are borderline, see Section B below.  

· Where there are special circumstances such as illness, see section C below.  
B.  Borderline Marks:

University Undergraduate Assessment Regulation 37 defines Borderline marks as:
Boards of Examiners must consider students whose marks are borderline for passing a course, progression, award or classification purposes. Borderline marks are defined as marks from two percentage points below the class or grade boundary up to the boundary itself, e.g. 58.00% to 59.99% for a 2.1 or 38.00% to 39.99% for a pass.
Rule 4:  To ensure equity over all Honours programmes, Schools in the College of Humanities and Social Science have agreed that borderline cases are to be resolved as follows:

(a)
Where 50% or more of the marks (e.g. marks for courses totalling 120 credits or more out of a maximum of 240 credits) fall in a class above that indicated by the mean mark, the class above that indicated by the mean mark must be awarded.

(b)
Where more than 50% of the marks fall in or below the class indicated by the mean mark, the class indicated by the mean mark should normally be awarded.

C.  Special Circumstances
Rule 5:  Due consideration should be given to “Any circumstances which are beyond the student’s control and for which there is sufficient documentary evidence to show that these circumstances may have adversely affected a student’s performance in an assessment.”
See University Assessment Regulation 36, and the supplementary guidelines on Special Circumstance at: 

http://www.docs.sasg.ed.ac.uk/AcademicServices/Policies/Special_Circumstances.pdf
and

http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/humanities-soc-sci/undergraduate-academic-admin/curriculum-assessment/assessment-examination/overview
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