
A postgraduate opportunity in Environment, Culture and 
Society

The School of GeoSciences is the largest grouping of GeoScientists in the UK, with around 
400 academics, researchers and research students. The most recent Research Excellence 
Framework (REF 2014) rated our School as having the greatest concentration of ‘world-
leading’ and ‘internationally excellent’ researchers in the field of GeoSciences in the UK. 
In 2015, the University was ranked 21st in the world in the QS World University Rankings.



Careers 
Our graduates have pursued careers in environmental 
policy, nature conservation, animal welfare, 
NGOs (environmental charities and development 
organisations) and public consultation as well as PhD 
research.

Entry Requirements
A UK 2:1 degree. Applicants with a 2:2 may be 
considered with appropriate work experience. For 
international equivalents please see: http://www.
ed.ac.uk/studying/international/postgraduate-entry

2016/17 Tuition Fees 
Home/EU - £10,200; Overseas/International - £22,500.
Please note fees rise by around 5% each year. 

Scholarships
Environment, Culture and Society has historically 
secured several £5,000 Head of School Scholarships. 
Details of these may be found on our website. 
Deadlines apply so early application is encouraged: 
http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/
geosciences/postgraduate/masters-programme

Programme Delivery and Duration 
The programme is delivered on-campus 
Full-time 12 months or Part-time 24 or 36 months  

English Language Requirements
IELTS 7.0 (with no score lower than 6.0 in each 
section) or TOEFL-iBT: Total 100 (with no score 
lower than 20 in each section). A degree from an 
English speaking university may be accepted in some 
circumstances. For more information please see: 
www.ed.ac.uk/studying/international/english

How to Apply
Please apply for this programme online: http://www.
ed.ac.uk/pg/395

Contact us 
Programme Secretary: Karolina Galera
Programme Director: Professor Emily Brady
E:  geos.postgrad@ed.ac.uk
T: +44 (0) 131 650 2572
Website: http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/
geosciences/postgraduate/masters-programme/
taught-masters/msc-environment-culture-society

Exploring and informing the relationships between 
environment, nature and society

Studying MSc Environment, Culture and Society (2016 entry)

This exciting MSc gives you the breadth and background that bridges disciplinary divides and tackles 
the environmental issues that face us all. It provides you with up to date knowledge of the contemporary 
issues and debates on the relationship between the environment, nature, culture and society.
The programme draws on expertise from across the University, especially from geography, 
philosophy, theology, science and technology studies and development studies. It will give you a 
critical, multidisciplinary perspective.
You will develop the research skills and abilities to assess the importance and implications of 
geographical, philosophical and other theoretical debates that shape environmental policy and 
practice. You will be equipped to think critically across multiple disciplines, to generate new knowledge 
related to the environment, and to use this knowledge effectively to address urgent environmental 
challenges. This knowledge is brought into a range of contexts and practices, including environmental 
policy, conservation, education, public consultation, the arts, and PhD research.
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This interdisciplinary MSc programme consists of six 
taught courses studied over two semesters. Each 
course consists of a balance of lectures, seminars, 
workshops and visits. In addition, you will undertake 
an individual dissertation project.
Compulsory courses
• Values and the Environment 
• Political Ecology
• Dissertation 
Suggested option courses may include
• Animals and Society
• Archives: History, Geography, Politics  
• Atmospheric Quality and Global Change  
• Biobusiness  
• Case Studies in Sustainable Development  
• Climate Change and Corporate Strategy   
• Ecology, Ethics and Spirit  
• Encountering Cities 
• Environmental Impact Assessment  
• Ethics in a Technological Society  
• Forests and Environment  
• Foundations in Ecological Economics   

• Foundations of the Bioeconomy  
• Global Environment and Society  
• Global Environmental Politics  
• Green Thoughts: Landscape, Environment and 

Literature 
• Human Dimensions of Environmental Change 

and Sustainability  
• ICT for Development  
• Key Concepts in Global Social Change  
• Land Use/Environmental Interactions  
• Man and the Natural World in the Enlightenment  
• Management of Sustainable Development  
• Marine Systems and Policies  
• Methodological Debates in Human Geography  
• Principles of Geographical Information Science 
• Research Design in Human Geography  
• Society and Development  
• Soil Protection and Management  
• Sustainability of Food Production  
• Topics in the Environmental Humanities
• Understanding Environment and Development  
• Urban Development  


