
Learning from the Past Understanding the Present Influencing the Future 

The School of GeoSciences at The University of Edinburgh offers undergraduates world-renowned teaching, state-
of-the-art facilities and a rich academic heritage. Scotland is home to some of the most fascinating ecosystems 
in the world and our hands-on approach ensures you will be out in the field with experts and industry specialists, 
taking advantage of exciting locations.  You will become a part of the largest family of GeoScientists in the UK - with 
around 400 academics, researchers and research students.

The University is consistently ranked as one of the world’s top 50 (THES and QS rankings) and The School has 
been identified by the Research Excellence Framework (REF) 2014 assessment as having the greatest concentration 
of ‘world leading’ and ‘internationally excellent’ researchers in the UK.

Studying Ecological and 
Environmental Sciences



Ecology is the study of plants and animals in relation to their physical and biological environment. 
You will evaluate natural and managed ecosystems from a hands-on and interdisciplinary perspective.
 
•Topical - with a global population of over 7 billion, we face problems of over-exploitation of natural resources; 
rapid climate change; loss of biodiversity and habitat degradation. Our degree programme has been developed 
to ensure that our graduates are equipped with the knowledge, critical thinking and experience of ecological and 
environmental sciences to help to tackle these real-world issues.
•Getting your hands dirty - the most important laboratory for Ecological and Environmental Sciences is the 
outside world and we place a great deal of emphasis on delivering practical and field-based teaching. We are 
privileged to be close to many areas of natural beauty and ecological interest right here on Edinburgh’s doorstep. 
As part of the degree, you will enjoy 3 field courses (7-10 days long) to locations around Scotland. These are great 
opportunities to learn from staff who are active researchers in their respective fields.
•Our expertise - our staff influence environmental agencies, government departments and policy makers in the UK 
and beyond.
•Employable - the exercises you will carry out during your time with us have been designed to simulate those that 
Ecological and Environmental Science professionals undertake in the real world.
•A vibrant social scene - it’s not all hard work! We have a dynamic undergraduate community with an active 
student-led Ecology Society which organises day trips, lunchtime talks and evening socials.

Why study Ecological and Environmental Sciences at The University of Edinburgh?
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This Programme may include field trips to Killin, Ormsary and the Cairngorms. Typically students 
cover 50% of travel and accommodation costs, and financial support from alumni is available for 
students on bursaries.

You will be assigned a Personal Tutor for your academic support and a Student Support Coordinator focusing on 
pastoral care

Wide choice of optional courses allow you to focus on ecology, conservation, environmental science, land use, 
water resources and many more

Careers
Graduates can expect employment in public and private 
organisations making policy, giving advice or managing a 
wide range of environmental activities. Recent graduates have 
followed careers in environmental consultancy, conservation, 
policy advice and scientific research.

English Language Requirements
If English is your second language you must provide evidence 
of good written and spoken English skills:
www.ed.ac.uk/studying/international/english/ug-english

Tuition Fees
Scotland/EU - You may be eligible to have your fees paid by 
the Scottish Government for the full period of study. You must 
apply to the Student Awards Agency for Scotland (SAAS)
Home/RUK - £9000 / Overseas - £21,900 (2016 entry)
www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/student-funding/tuition-
fees/undergraduate/tuition-fees

Scholarships
The university offers a range of scholarships and funding 
opportunities: www.ed.ac.uk/student-funding

Entry Requirements
SQA Highers – ABBB-AAAA 
GCE A-levels – ABB-AAA 
IB – 32-37 points overall and award of IB Diploma. 
For information on subjects required, Fast Track entry and 
requirements for other qualifications:
http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/geosciences/
undergraduate/ecological-environmental-sciences/
applications-costs-funding/applications

Recruitment Contact
E: sciengra@ed.ac.uk T: +44 (0)131 650 5737
Admissions Advisor and General Enquiries
Dr Edward Mitchard
E: ecological.sciences@ed.ac.uk T: +44 (0)131 650 7211

W: http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/geosciences/
undergraduate/ecological-environmental-sciences/ecology

How to Apply
Applications are made through UCAS: www.ucas.com/apply
Application Information: www.ed.ac.uk/studying/
undergraduate/applications-admissions/applying/ucas

Ecological and Environmental Sciences (UCAS 
Code: CF17) Core Courses:
• Origin and Diversity of Life
• Quantification in the Life Sciences
• Biology, Ecology and Environment
• Field Ecology
• Principles of Ecology
• Soil, Water and Atmospheric Processes
• Ecological Measurement
• Population and Community Ecology
• Ecological and Environmental Analysis
• Ecological and Environmental Science Field 

Course
• Professional Skills in Ecological and 

Environmental Sciences
• Critical Thinking in Ecological and Environmental 

Sciences
• Dissertation
 

 
Ecological and Environmental Sciences with 
Management (UCAS Code: CN12) Additional Core 
Courses:
• Industrial Management
• Techniques of Management

Common Optional Courses:
• Effective Project Planning and Management
• Land-Atmosphere Interactions
• Land Use Policy
• Conservation Science
• Molecular Ecology
• Land Use and Water Resources
• Natural Resource Management
• Environmental Pollution
• Evolution and Ecology of Plants

Studying BSc (Honours) Ecological and Environmental Sciences


