
 
Support for Doctoral Programmes in the School of Education 

 
 
The past few years have seen a substantial increase in the number of PhD and EdD 
students in the School of Education, with around 135 PhD and 45 EdD students. 
 
Given the increase in numbers and greater School and College focus on doctoral 
students, we are looking at the fit between the needs of the doctoral programme and 
the focus of the SPGSC.  SPGSC comprises almost exclusively programme directors 
for Masters programmes. Masters issues currently take 2-3 hours at each meeting so 
that logistically, there is not much scope for doctoral matters as well. In addition, 
committee members may not be actively involved in the doctoral programmes as 
supervisors. At the same time, other staff in the School do have a range of 
experience of supervision but are not on the SPGSC. 
 
We propose therefore the creation of an extra ‘arm’ to the SPGSC, or ‘offshoot 
committee’ that would focus exclusively on doctoral issues, feeding back to the 
SPGSC.  We suggest that members would comprise: director and deputy director of 
post-graduate studies, the directors of the PhD and EdD programmes, the Doctoral 
Training Centre (DTC) Pathway representative (currently Lani Florian), an 
additional professor nominated by the professoriat; the administrators for CHSS 
(Kirsty Woomble) and the Graduate School (Lesley Rowand), a student 
representative and the secretary for the doctoral programmes, Lorraine Denholm. 
In addition, we propose having two doctoral supervisors, with at least one from the 
SPGSC. Given that most members currently have responsibilities at PGT level, it 
might be appropriate to offer the chance for involvement to a colleague not 
currently on the committee. This gives a total of 8 academic staff, a student rep, two 
administrators and the secretary for the programmes. 
 
The committee would meet up to 6 times a year.  Its remit has still to be formally 
mapped out and agreed at School level, but would be likely to include consideration 
of current processes, such as the organisation of applications and studentships, 
studentship budget, different forms of provision and support for students, staff 
support and training and overall School strategy for the two programmes. 
 
We would welcome your comments, and also welcome volunteers from the SPGSC 
who are currently supervising students to join the off-shoot committee. 
 
 
Evelyn McGregor, Pete Allison and Pauline Sangster  
 
November 2013. 


