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This brief paper proposes a review of PGT research courses within the school and specifically focuses 
on the three large blended learning courses. A review and restructure is proposed.  
 
In 2008/9 Gale McLeod (then D of PGS and Head of the GS) developed the three generic research 
courses as a response to the large number of small research courses in the school (23) and to 
address the difficulty that some MSc programmes had no explicit preparation for the dissertation 
which resulted in significant burden on 1:1 supervision. At that time the group who developed the 
courses did so on the basis of c150-200 students taking the courses.  
 
In 2013 we have run the courses over three academic years and numbers have increased to an 
average of c500 taking each course every year. Courses are taught mainly using blended learning 
although fully on line is available and offered as needed.  
 
The courses have been a success in terms of gaining efficiencies in staffing (no more research 
courses for small student numbers and reduced burden on supervision) and in providing some 
consistency to research understanding and skills across the school in addition to contributing to the 
development of a post graduate (taught) community.  The courses have experienced some 
challenges. Two main challenges can be identified. First, the courses receive mixed reviews from 
students (a perennial problem with research courses) one aspect of which is concerned with the 
courses being ‘too generic’. In this respect we might characterise a pendulum having swung from 
very programme specific to too generic and now the pendulum needs to settle somewhere in the 
middle. Second, logistics and staffing of the courses remains a challenge as course and programme 
‘ownership’ is seen in various ways by different people. This is partially related to a tendency for 
students and staff to ‘think in programmes’ rather than as a school – an issue also reflected in MSc 
Dissertation supervision moving to a school wide approach.  
 
Materials for the courses (in particular videos) are updated on an ongoing basis but are now in need 
of an overhaul. Before time is put into this we suggest a review of the courses and more generally 
the research courses available within the school. One current risk (with some new programmes 
having gained agreement to offer their own programme specific courses) is that we offer very 
different types of experience to PGT students with potentially very different staffing ratios. This has 
potential to cause problems and questionable inequalities.  
 
One possible solution is to split the research courses in to smaller programme groups which still 
maintain efficiencies of teaching but permit the courses to be ‘less generic’. Interestingly, such an 
approach is unlikely to result in courses that are institute based and would probably still need to 
span more than one institute.  
 
Agreement to undertake such a review is needed at this stage as involvement in the process will be 
needed from programme directors, course organisers and other staff in the school.  Such a review 
involves both developing a ‘bigger picture’ vision of the whole matrix of research focused courses in 
the school (which might usefully consider provision for both level 11 and level 12) and developing 
some of the courses within such a matrix. The review also represents a strategic commitment to 
working across programmes to provide courses and gain efficiencies for staffing in addition to 
enhancing the quality of teaching and learning.  
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