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Brief description of the paper    
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students are required to take as their starting point on MSc in Digital Education.  This change is 
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Minor change to assessment weighting: An Introduction to Digital 

Environments for Learning 

 

This course is the 40-credit, core course which is foundational to the MSc in Digital 

Education. All students are required to take this course as their starting point in the 

programme. At present it is assessed by: 

 

1. A weblog kept from week 1 to week 12, with continuous, formative tutor feedback 

(50%) 

2. A final essay, which can be textual or multimodal, of 4000 words or equivalent (50%) 

 

The request for a change is prompted by three primary considerations:  

a) Our external examiner has asked us to more formally structure-in scaffolding to help 

students understand how to work critically and effectively with multimodality in 

academic writing: this commitment to digital essay forms is one of the most 

successful and innovative aspects of the programme. Our wish is to use the weblog – 

currently relatively unstructured – in a more structured way which incorporates 

tightly-defined activities to get students working with multimodality early-on. 

b) We are finding that students are struggling at this early stage of the programme with 

the problem of writing critically about existing literatures, and we want to better 

enable them to do so. We wish to again use the weblog to structure-in a formal 

writing task (a critical synthesis of one of the core readings), so that we can give 

students detailed feedback on this well before assignment-completion time. 

c) We wish to make the final assignment align better with the assignments students 

will be completing in subsequent courses, and more manageable in scope for new 

students, by reducing it to 2500 words or equivalent. 

 

Our proposal is therefore to slightly shift the assessment weighting to the following: 

 

1. A weblog including 2 substantial structured tasks both written and multimodal (60%) 

2. A final essay, textual or multimodal, of 2500 words (40%) 

 

We hope to make these changes in time for the next academic year 2013-14. 

 

 
Sian Bayne (course leader) 

19 June 2013 


