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The University of Edinburgh 
 

 The Moray House School of Education 
 

School Postgraduate Studies Committee 
 

[22 April 2015] 
 

[Psycholingistics of Multilingualism] 
 

Brief description of the paper    
  
The paper proposes a new course, the Psycholinguistics of Multilingualism, as an option 
course for the TESOL Programme, on the grounds that there is not currently an option 
course running in this area, it is an important field of research that they need for their 
professional development, and students have asked for another option course to be 
included. 
 
The reason I have not called the course ‘Psychology of Language Learning’ is because there 
is a PPLS course on the records with this name, but it is not currently running. Psychology of 
Language Learning would be an alternative course name.  
 
 
Action requested    
 
That the committee consider the proposal.  
 
 
Resource implications 
 
Does the paper have resource implications?  Yes 
 
If ‘Yes’, in which section(s) of the paper are they described?  
 
The resources implications of this proposed paper are the hours needed for course 
organization. The Programme Director for MSc TESOL believes that this is fully justified 
considering the current level of uptake for the options courses falling under the MSc TESOL 
remit: 
 
In 2014, two option courses were taken by over 60 students (3 groups for each course), 
three option courses by over 40 students (2 groups for each course) and two option courses 
by over 20 students (1 group per course). It is expected that numbers on the programme 
will remain around the 150+ level for the next few years at least, and therefore there is a 
strong argument to augment the current range of options courses enabling the wider 
expertise of the staff team to be utilized. 
 
Risk assessment 
 
Does the paper include a risk analysis?  Yes/No 
 
If ‘Yes’, in which section(s) of the paper is it set out? 
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There is little risk in accepting this proposal. Psychology of Language Learning/ 
Psycholinguistics of Multilingualism has had a good take up in my last two places of work, 
(1) the Centre for Language and Communication Research at Cardiff University, where half 
of the final year students in this sociolinguistics department took my course, and (2) in the 
Institute of Education at the University of Stirling, where nearly all the final year TESOL 
undergraduate students took the course. Also, current students were surveyed and asked 
which of four potential new courses they would have been interested in taking of it had run 
this year. Psychology of Language Learning was the most preferred option out of the four 
proposed courses. 
 
If not enough students chose this option course for it to run, I teach other courses in the 
second semester that I could switch to instead. If more than two classes of students were to 
choose the course, I would not be able to take all the workshops.  
 
Equality and diversity 
 
Have due considerations been given to the equality impact of this paper?   YES 
 
Freedom of information 
 
Can this paper be included in open business?  Yes 
 
If no, please indicate why the paper must be withheld, and for how long (eg until decision is 
publicly announced): 
 

Its disclosure would substantially 
prejudice a programme of research 

 Its disclosure would substantially 
prejudice the effective conduct of 
public affairs 

 

Its disclosure would substantially 
prejudice the commercial interests 
of any person or organisation 

 Its disclosure would constitute a 
breach of confidence actionable in 
court 

 

Its disclosure would constitute a 
breach of the Data Protection Act 

 Other (please give further details) 
 
 

 

 
 
Any other relevant information 
 
 
 
 
Originator of the paper  
 
Dr Charlotte Kemp 
Teaching Fellow, MSc TESOL 
 
8 April 2015 
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Psycholinguistics of Multilingualism 

 

 
Postgraduate 
Organiser: Dr Charlotte Kemp 
charlotte.kemp@ed.ac.uk 
Phone: 0131 651 6232 
 
Administrator: Mrs Moira Ross 
Moira.G.Ross@ed.ac.uk 
Phone: 0131 651 6206 
 
 
Summary/ Rationale 
This course introduces cognitive and social aspects of language learning from the 
perspective of psychology of language and applied psycholinguistics. The course is 
based on empirical evidence, and takes developing bilingual/ multilingual learners as 
prototypical learners. It covers theories of acquisition, maintenance, and attrition of 
languages, and an overview of language processing for pronunciation, vocabulary, 
and grammar, as well as for the four skills – listening, speaking, reading, and writing. 
Workshops cover implications for language learning, teaching, interaction, and 
classroom practice.  
 
The main aims of this course are to develop students’ knowledge and understanding 
of people’s mental processes when they learn another language. The goal is that 
they will be able to demonstrate this understanding and its implications for language 
teaching using approaches and methods appropriate to their learners.  
 
It is desirable that students should have at least a basic understanding of learning 
another language in order to take part in the course as workshops include reflective 
learning activities. It may be possible for students to continue in a specialism in this 
field for their dissertation.  
 
Course Description 
The course has two parts. Part I introduces the psychology of learning vocabulary 
(the lexicon), grammar, and pronunciation (phonology), and theories of attention, 
memory, theory of mind, and social interaction. Part II introduces the psychology of 
learning the four skills: listening, speaking, reading, and writing. The workshops focus 
on practical understanding and application of the theories to learning and teaching 
contexts.  
 
Course Outline 
College & School: College of Humanities and Social Science, Moray House School of 
Education 
Availability: Available to all students 
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Credit Level: SCQF Level 11 (Postgraduate) 
Subject Area: Education 
SCQF Credits: 20 
ECTS Credits: 10 
 
Enrolment Requirements: No Pre-requisites, No Co-Requisites, No Prohibited 
Combinations, No other requirements. 
Visiting Student Information: No Pre-requisites, [possibly?] high demand course, Not 
displayed in prospectus.  
 
Delivery Information: Academic Year 2014/15. Available to all students. 
Overview: Learn enabled: Yes. Quota: None. Course start: Semester 2. Course start 
date 11/01/2016.  
Learning and Teaching Activities: 9 Lectures; 16 Seminar Hours; Programme Level 
Learning and Teaching Hours; 175 hours of Directed and Independent Learning. 
TOTAL= 200 hours.  
 
 
Assessment: 100% Coursework.  
1. Formative assessment 
Students take part in a weekly quiz accessed through LEARN for assessing knowledge 
and understanding of Part I of the course (weeks 1-4). Formative feedback will be 
given through LEARN.  
Students present their critical comparative review of two journal articles in Part II of 
the course (weeks 5-8) and receive written feedback (before submitting the written 
review).  
 
2. Summative Assessment 
Assessment is split into two assignments of 50% (=4,000 words in total). The first 
2,000 word assignment is a portfolio of short answer responses applying and 
contextualising the theories from Part I (weeks 1-4) using a learning or teaching 
context relevant to students’ professional development. The second 2,000 word 
assignment is a comparative critical review of two journal articles in a chosen 
specialist field relevant to the course. One of the two journal articles must be 
published within the last year. The wordcount does not include references or 
appendices.  
 
See course organiser to discuss any adjustments needed for Accessibility. 
 
 
Feedback 
Students are given feedback on their answers on the weekly quiz in Part I through 
LEARN. In Part II they are given written feedforward on their oral presentation 
before they submit their written assignment.  
 
Teaching Load 
[Subject Unit Code] 
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Subject Unit Description: Teaching English as a Foreign Language (TEFL) within 
Education, Teaching and Leadership. 
[JACS Code,  
JACS Description: Teaching English as a Foreign Language (TEFL) 
Percentage Split: 100 
 
 
 
 
Learning Outcomes 
By the end of this course, students will be able to: 

1. Demonstrate a critical knowledge and understanding of some of the current 
theories regarding the processes of acquisition, maintenance, and attrition of 
languages in bilingual/ multilingual learners.  

2. Evaluate the evidence for these theories.  
3. Apply selected theories to a language learning or teaching context relevant to 

their professional development.  
4. Autonomously present an evaluative synthesis of their critical knowledge, 

understanding, and interpretation of recent bilingual/ multilingual research in 
a chosen specialist area.  

5. Develop a critical understanding of ethical issues in psychological, 
psycholinguistic, and neurolinguistic research, and procedures used to 
address them.   
 

 
Proposed Core Text: 
Grosjean, F. & Li, P. (2012). The psycholinguistics of bilingualism [electronic resource]. 
Hoboken: John Wiley & Sons.  
 
Indicative Reading: 
Aitchison, J. (2003). Words in the mind: An introduction to the mental lexicon. Oxford 
and New York: Basil Blackwell. ISBN: 0-631-23244-3 
Altarriba, J. & Heredia, R.R. (2012). An introduction to bilingualism: Principles and 
processes. Hove, East Sussex: Psychology Press.  
Bhatia, T.K. & Ritchie, W.C. (2006). Handbook of bilingualism [electronic resource]. 
Maldon, MA, USA: Blackwell.  
Dewaele, J-M. (2013). Emotions in multiple languages. Basingstoke, UK: Palgrave 
Macmillan (2nd revised ed.). ISBN: 978-1-137-35476-1 
Fabbro, F. (2013). The neurolinguistics of bilingualism [electronic resource]: An 
introduction. Hoboken: Taylor and Francis.  
Paradis, M. (2004). A neurolinguistic theory of bilingualism. Amsterdam: Benjamins.  
 
Indicative Reading: Journals 
Applied Psycholinguistics 
Bilingualism: Language and Cognition 
Brain and Language 
Cognition 
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International Journal of Bilingual Education and Bilingualism 
International Journal of Multilingualism 
Journal of Memory and Language 
Psychology of Language and Communication 
Reading in a Foreign Language 
 
 
Additional Information 
Graduate Attributes and Skills 
1. A critical and open approach to concepts, theories, and research in a rapidly 
changing field of enquiry. 
2. Information skills (in finding, evaluating and synthesising relevant research).  
3. Communication skills (for conveying ideas and their importance persuasively in 
both oral presentation and written assignments for different audiences).  
4. Application skills (for understanding the implications for learning and teaching, 
and our understanding of ethics as teachers and researchers).  
 
[Additional Class Delivery Information] 
Keywords: psychology of language learning, multilingual, bilingual, 
psycholinguistics, neurolinguistics 
 
Organisation and Teaching Load 
Convenor of Board of Examiners: Dr John Ravenscroft, john.ravenscroft@ed.ac.uk 
(0131 651 6181).  
Contact hours: 30 
Marking Scheme: Common Marking Scheme – PG Mark/Grade 
Default Course Mode of Study: Assessment 
Fee Code: 
[Acronym] 
Comments 
 
Course Proposer: Charlotte Kemp 
 
 
Rationale for a course focused on language learning: 
I would like to propose a course which would give an in-depth coverage of applied 
psycholinguistic theories for language learning, bilingualism, and multilingualism. 
The course would build on some of the themes introduced in the compulsory course 
‘Language and the Learner’, and cover theories of mental processing for learning, 
using, storing, understanding, and forgetting languages. 

 

 Currently, there is no dedicated course on applied psycholinguistics/ 
psychology of language learning with regard to general processes of learning 
(the course ‘Investigating Individual Learner Differences’ focuses on how 
learners differ).  
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 Students at the Staff/Student Panel said that they would like more options 
for the Spring Semester, and there is interest in a course on applied 
psycholinguistics.  

 PPLS used to run a 10 credit course in the first semester, ‘Psychology of 
Language Learning’, but the content was not designed for language teachers, 
and our MSc students can only take options in the second semester.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Indicative Course Outline 
 

WEEK CONTENT 

1 
 

Course Overview; Bilingualism/ multilingualism and cognitive effects; Sources of 
evidence 
What do we mean by learning a language? What are bilingualism and multilingualism? 
What are the cognitive effects of learning languages? How do we know what we 
currently know about how we learn, use, store, understand, and forget languages?   
 

2 Grammar learning (syntax and morphology) 
How do we learn the grammar of another language? What processes are involved in 
‘growing’ another grammar? Why is crosslinguistic transfer so important to us as 
learners?  
 

3 
 

Vocabulary learning (lexis) 
How do we learn words in our various languages? How are words stored? How do we 
retrieve them? How do different types of memory affect how we remember? Why do 
we forget words occasionally? How can we help learners to remember? 
 

4 Pronunciation learning (Phonology) 
How do we learn to understand and produce new sounds? How does knowing various 
languages affect our pronunciation? How can we improve learners’ pronunciation of 
sounds (segmental level) and intonation (suprasegmental level)? How does 
pronunciation relate to our social interaction?  
 

5 
 
 

Listening 
How do we listen to spoken language and understand? How do we learn to listen in a 
new language? How can we help learners to listen? 
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6 
 

Speaking 
How do we learn to speak in another language? How do we codeswitch, mix, and 
translanguage between our different languages?  
 

7 Reading 
How do we learn to read in our various languages? How does reading affect how we 
process our languages? How does literacy, biliteracy, and multiliteracy affect our 
mental processing? What is the effect of reading on the brain? 
 

8 
 

Writing 
How do we learn to write in another language? What is the effect of metalinguistic 
awareness? How does learning another language relate to creativity?  
 

9 Assignment support and Q&A 
The criteria for assessment and the assignment are explained in detail.  
Q&A – bring questions about the assignment.  
 

 


